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ARTICLES 

Exhibited  by  the 

Knights,  Citizens,  and  Burgesses 

I  N 

PARLIAMENT 

ASSEMBLED, 

In  the  Name  of  Themfelves,  and  of  all  the 
COMMONS  of  Great  Britain, 

r 

AGAINST 

THOMAS  Earl  of  Macclesfield, 

In  Maintenance  of  their 

IMPEACHMENT 

Againft  Him  for 

High  Crimes  and  Ddijdemeanors . 


LONDON, 

Printed  by  John  Baskett ,  Printer  to  the  King’s  moft 
Excellent  Majetiy,  And  by  the  Affigns  of  Henry  Hills y 
deceas’d.  MDCCXXV. 


Die  Mercurii  28  Aprilis,  1 725. 

ORDERED  hy  the  Lords  Spiritual  and 
Temporal  in  Parliament  affenibled.  That 
^Articles  of  Impeachment  for  High  Crimes 
and  Mifdemeanors,  exhibited  by  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  againft  Thomas  Earl  of  Mac¬ 
clesfield,  and  the  Anfwer  of  the  faid  Earl, 
together  with  the  Replication  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  to  the  faid  Anfwer,  he  forthwith 
Printed,  for  the  Benefit  and  Conveniency  of  the 
Lords  of  this  Houfe  only,  and  delivered  to  the 
Clerk  only  for  that  Purpofe. 

WM  COWPEK, 
Cler.  Parliamentor. 


ARTICLES 

Exhibited  by  the  Knights,  Citizens ,  and 
BurgefJ'es  in  Parliament  Affembled,  in 
the  Name  of  Themfelves,  and  of  all 
the  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  againfl 
Thomas  Earl  of  Macclesfield,  in 
Maintenance  of  their  Impeachment  a- 
gainfl  him  for  High  Crimes  and  Mif- 
demeanors. 

HERE  AS  the  Office  of 
Lord  Chancellor  of  Great 
Britain  is  an  Office  of  the 
Higheft  Dignity  and  Truft, 
upon  the  impartial  and  un¬ 
corrupt  Execution  whereof 
the  Honour  of  the  Crown, 
and  the  Welfare  of  the 
Subjedts  of  this  Kingdom 
greatly  depend  :  And  whereas  Thomas  Earl  of 
Macclesfield ,  in  or  about  the  Month  of  May,  in 
the  Year  of  our  Lord,  One  thoufand  feven  hun¬ 
dred  and  eighteen,  by  the  great  Grace  and  Favour 
of  His  moft  Excellent  Majefty  was  conftituted  and 
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appointed  Lord  Chancellor  of  Great  Britain,  and 
did  thereupon  take  the  ufual  Oath  for  the  due 
Execution  of  that  High  Office,  whereby  he  did 
fwearwell  and  truly  to  ferve  our  Sovereign  Lord 
the  King,  and  His  People,  Poor  and  Rich,  after 
the  Laws  and  Ufages  of  this  Realm,  and  fuch 
other  Oaths  as  have  been  accuftomed ;  and  the  faid 
Earl  continued  in  this  great  Office  until  about  the 
Month  of  January ,  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord,  One 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  twenty  four,  and  in 
Right  thereof  was  intr lifted  with  the  Nomina¬ 
tion  and  Admiflion  to  the  Offices  of  Matters  of 
the  Court  of  Chancery,  which  Matters  of  the  faid 
Court  are  Officers  of  great  Truft  fworn  to  ferve 
the  King  and  His  People,  and  alfociated  to  the 
Lord  Chancellor  for  his  Affiftance  in  the  due  Ad- 
miniftration  and  Execution  of  fuftice  in  the  faid 
Court  :  And  whereas  His  Majefty,  upon  the  faid 
Earl’s  being  appointed  to  the  Office  of  Lord  Chan¬ 
cellor,  did,  of  His  Grace  and  Bounty,  beftow  up¬ 
on  the  faid  Earl  the  Sum  of  Fourteen  thoufand 
Pounds,  or  fome  other  great  Sum,  and  did  like- 
wife  grant  unto  George  Parker  Efq;  now  com¬ 
monly  called  Lord  Parker ,  Eldeft  Son  and  Heir 
Apparent  of  the  faid  Earl,  a  Yearly  Pentton  of 
Twelve  hundred  Pounds,  payable  out  of  HisMa- 
jefiy’s  Receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  during  the  joynt 
Lives  of  His  Majefty  and  the  faid  Lord  Parker , 
determinable  upon  His  Majefty ’s  making  a  Grant 
to  the  faid  Lord  Parker ,  in  Pofleffion  of  the  Of¬ 
fice  of  One  of  the  Tellers  of  His  Majefty’s  Ex¬ 
chequer,  for  the  Term  of  his  Natural  Life,  which 
Office  being  of  the  Yearly  Value  of  Fifteen  hun¬ 
dred  Pounds,  or  upwards,  has  been  ftnce  granted 
by  His  Majefty  unto  the  faid  Lord  Parker  for 
his  Life,  who  in  or  about  the  Month  of  July,  in 
the  Year  of  our  Lord,  One  thoufand  feven  hun- 
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dred  and  nineteen,  was  duly  admitted  to  and  doth 
flill  Enjoy  the  fame ;  and  the  (aid  Earl,  during 
the  Time  of  his  continuing  Lord  Chancellor  of 
Great  Britain,  did  not  only  enjoy  the  ufual  Sa¬ 
lary,  Fees,  and  Profits  belonging  to  his  Office,  of 
a  very  great  Annual  Value,  but  alfo  did  con¬ 
tinue  to  receive  an  Annual  Penfion  of  Twelve 
hundred  Pounds,  which  His  Majefty  in  or  about 
the  Month  of  June,  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord, 
One  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fixteen,had  grant* 
ed  to  him  and  his  Affigns,  during  His  Ma jelly’s 
Life  •  and  did  likewife  receive  from  the  Crown 
a  further  Annual  Allowance  of  Four  thoufand 
Pounds,  and  many  other  Advantages;  Yet  the 
faid  Thomas  Earl  of  Macclesfield,  not  being  fatif- 
fied  with  this  large  and  ample  Revenue,  nor  re¬ 
garding  the  Obligation  of  his  Oath,  or  the  Duty 
of  his  high  and  important  Office,  but  entertain¬ 
ing  wicked  and  corrupt  Deligns  and  Views,  to 
raife  and  procure  to  himfelf  exceffive  and  ex¬ 
orbitant  Gain  and  Profit,  by  divers  unjuft  and 
oppreffive  Practices  and  Methods  herein  after 
mentioned,  whilft  he  continued  in  the  faid  Office 
of  Lord  Chancellor,  did  Illegally,  Corruptly, 
and  Extorfively  take  and  receive  to  his  own  Pri¬ 
vate  Ufe  the  following  or  fome  other  great  Sums 
of  Money. 


ARTICLE  I. 

That  Richard  Godfrey,  Efq;  having  Contra¬ 
cted  with  Sir  Thomas  Gery,  One  of  the  Mailers 
of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  for  the  Purchafe  and 
Surrender  of  his  Office,  at  the  Price  of  Five  thou¬ 
fand  Pounds,  or  fome  other  Great  Sum  of  Money ; 
The  faid  Thomas  Earl  of  Macclesfield,  whilft  he 

B  con- 


(  6  ) 

Continued  Lord  Chancellor  of  Great  Britain ,  and 
before  the  Admiffion  of  the  faid  Richard  Godfrey 
into  the  Office  of  One  of  the  Mafters  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  did  by  Colour  of  his  Office 
of  Lord  Chancellor,  Illegally,  Corruptly,  and  Ex- 
torftvely  Inftft  upon.  Take  and  Receive  of  and 
and  from  the  faid  Richard  Godfrey  the  Sum  of 
Eight  hundred  and  forty  Pounds,  or  fome  other 
Sum  of  Money,  for  the  Admitting  him  into  fuch 
Office  of  a  Matter  of  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
and  to  the  Intent  that  the  faid  Richard  Godfrey 
ffiould  Have,  Exercife  and  Enjoy  the  fame,  which 
faid  Office  Touches  and  Concerns  the  Admi- 
niftration  and  Execution  of  Juftice  in  the  faid 
Court,  and  the  faid  Thomas  Earl  of  Macclesfield \ 
being  Lord  Chancellor,  in  Purfuance  and  Exe¬ 
cution  of  the  faid  wicked  and  corrupt  Bargain, 
or  in  Purfuance  of  fome  other  Bargain  or  Agree¬ 
ment  of  the  fame  Infamous  and  Corrupt  Nature, 
did  admit  and  fvvear  the  faid  Richard  Godfrey  in¬ 
to  the  Office  of  One  of  the  Matters  of  the  faid 
Court  of  Chancery,  upon  the  Surrender  of  the 
faid  Sir  Thomas  Gery ,  in  Breach  and  Violation  of 
his  Oath  as  Lord  Chancellor,  and  of  the  great 
Truft  in  him  Repofed,  contrary  to  the  Duty  of 
his  Office,  and  againft  the  Good  and  Wholefome 
Laws  and  Statutes  of  this  Realm. 

ART.  II. 

That  the  Office  of  One  of  the  Mafters  of  the 
faid  Court  of  Chancery  becoming  Vacant  by  the 
Death  of  Samuel  Browning ,  Efq;  One  of  the  late 
Mafters  of  the  faid  Court  *  The  faid  Thomas  Earl  of 
Macclesfield ,  whilft  he  continued  Lord  Chancellor 
of  Great  Britain ,  and  before  the  Admiffion  of 
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James  Lightboun,  Efq;into  the  faid  Office  of  One  of 
the  Matters  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  ,did,  by  Colour 
of  his  Office  of  Lord  Chancellor,  Illegally  Cor« 
ruptly,  and  Extor lively  Infift  upon.  Take  and  Re¬ 
ceive  of  and  from  the  faid  James  Lightboun  the 
Sum  of  Six  thoufand  Pounds,  or  fome  other 
great  Sum  of  Money,  in  Confideration  of,  and  for 
the  Admitting  him  into  fuch  Office,  and  to  the 
Intent  that  the  faid  James  Ltghtboun  ffiould  Have, 
Exercife  and  Enjoy  the  fame,  which  faid  Office 
Touches  and  Concerns  the  Adminiftration  and 
Execution  of  Juftice  in  the  tttid  Court,  and  the 
faid  Thomas  Earl  of  Macclesfield ,  being  Lord  Chan¬ 
cellor,  in  Purfuance  and  Execution  of  the  faid 
wicked  and  corrupt  Bargain,  or  in  Purfuance  of 
fome  other  Bargain  or  Agreement  of  the  fame 
Infamous  and  Corrupt  Nature,  did  admit  and 
fwear  the  faid  James  Ltghtboun  into  the  Office  of 
One  of  the  Matters  of  the  faid  Court  of  Chan¬ 
cery,  in  Breach  and  Violation  of  his  Oath  as  Lord 
Chancellor,  and  of  the  great  Truft  in  him  Repo- 
fed,  contrary  to  the  Duty  of  his  Office,  and  againft 
the  Good  and  Wholefome  Laws  atid  Statutes  of 
this  Realm. 


ART.  III. 

That  John  Borret ,  Efq*  having  Con  traded 
with  JohnMeller ,  Efq;  One  of  the  Matters  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  for  the  Purchafe  and  Surren¬ 
der  of  his  faid  Office,  at  the  Price  of  Nine  thou¬ 
fand  Pounds,  or  fome  other  great  Sum  of  Money  * 
The  faid  Thomas  Earl  of  Macclesfield \  whilft  he 
continued  Lord  Chancellor  of  Great  Britain ,  and 
before  the  Admiffion  of  the  faid  John  Borret  into 
the  Office  of  One  of  the  Matters  of  the  Court  of 
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Chancery,  did,  by  Colour  of  his  Office  of  Lord 
Chancellor,  Illegally,  Corruptly,  and  Extorfively 
Infill  upon,Take  and  Receive  of  and  from  the  faid 
John  Borret  the  Sum  of  Fifteen  hundred  and  fe- 
venty  five  Pounds,  or  fome  other  Sum  of  Money, 
for  the  Admitting  him  into  fucli  Office  of  a  Ma- 
fler  of  the  faid  Court  of  Chancery,  and  to  the 
Intent  that  the  faid  John  Borret  fhould  Have,Ex- 
ercife  and  Enjoy  the  fame,  which  faid  Office  Touch¬ 
es  and  Concerns  the  Adminiftration  and  Execu¬ 
tion  of  Juffice  in  the  faid  Court  *  And  the  faid 
Thomas  Earl  of  Macclesfield ,  being  Lord  Chancel¬ 
lor,  in  Purfuance  and  Execution  of  the  faid  wick¬ 
ed  and  corrupt  Bargain,  or  in  Purfuance  of  fome 
other  Bargain  or  Agreement  of  the  fame  Infa¬ 
mous  and  Corrupt  Nature,  did  admit  and  fwear 
the  faid  John  Borret  into  the  Office  of  One  of 
the  Mailers  of  the  faid  Court  of  Chancery,  upon 
the  Surrender  of  the  faid  John  Meller ,  in  Breach 
'  and  Violation  of  his  Oath  as  Lord  Chancellor, 
and  of  the  great  Trull  in  him  Repofed,  contrary 
to  the  Duty  of  his  Office,  and  againll  the  Good 
and  Wholfefome  Laws  and  Statutes  of  this 
Realm. 


ART.  IV. 

That  Edward  Conway ,  Efq*  having  contracted 
with  John  Orlehar ,  Efq*  one  of  the  late  Mailers 
of  the  Court  of  Chancery ,  for  the  Purchafe  and 
Surrender  of  his  faid  Office,  at  the  Price  of 
Sixthoufand  Pounds,  or  fome  other  great  Sum  of 
Money,  the  faid  Thomas  Earl  of  Macclesfield , 
whilft  he  continued  Lord  Chancellor  of  Great 
Britain ,  and  before  the  Admiffion  of  the  faid 
Edward  Conway  into  the  Office  of  one  of  the 
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Mafters  of  the  Coiirt  of  Chancery,  did,  by  co¬ 
lour  of  his  Office  of  Lord  Chancellor,  Illegally, 
Corruptly,  and  Extorfively  Inlift  upon.  Take,  and 
Receive  of  and  from  the  faid  Edward  Conway , 
the  Sum  of  Fifteen  hundred  Pounds,  or  fome 
other  Sum  of  Money,  for  the  Admitting  of  him 
into  fuch  Office  of  a  Mafter  of  the  faid  Court  of 
Chancery,  and  to  the  Intent  that  the  faid  Ed¬ 
ward  Conway  fhould  Have,  Exercife,  and  Enjoy 
the  fame,  which  faid  Office  Touches  and  Concerns 
the  Adminiftration  and  Execution  of  Juftice  in 
the  faid  Court  -  and  the  faid  Thomas  Earl  of 
Macclesfield ,  being  Lord  Chancellor,  in  Purfuance 
and  Execution  of  the  faid  wicked  and  corrupt 
Bargain,  or  in  Purfuance  of  fome  other  Bargain 
or  Agreement  of  the  fame  infamous  and  corrupt 
Nature,  did  admit  and  fwear  the  faid  Edward 
Conway  into  the  Office  of  One  of  the  Mafters  of 
the  faid  Court  of  Chancery,  upon  the  Surrender 
of  the  faid  John  Orlehar ,  in  Breach  and  Viola¬ 
tion  of  his  Oath,  as  Lord  Chancellor,  and  of 
the  great  Truft  in  him  repofed,  contrary  to  the 
Duty  of  his  Office,  and  againft  the  good  and 
wholfome  Laws  and  Statutes  of  this  Realm. 

ART.  V. 

That  William  Kynafton ,  Efq;  having  contracted 
with  William  Rogers ,  Efq;  One  of  the  Mafters 
of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  for  the  Purchafe  and 
Surrender  of  his  faid  Office,  at  the  Price  of  Six 
thoufand  Pounds,  or  fome  other  great  Sum  of 
Money,  the  faid  Thomas  Earl  of  Macclesfield \ 
whilft  he  continued  Lord  Chancellor  of  Great 
Britain ,  and  before  the  Admiffion  of  the  faid 
William  Kynafton  into  the  Office  of  One  of  the 
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Matters  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  did,  by  co¬ 
lour  of  his  Office  of  Lord  Chancellor,  Illegally, 
Corruptly,  and  F.xtorfively  Infift  upon,  Take,  and 
Receive  of  and  from  thefaid  William  Kynaftony  the 
Sum  of  Fifteen  hundred  and  feventy  five  Pounds, 
or  fome  other  Sum  of  Money,  for  the  Admit¬ 
ting  him  into  {uch  Office  of  a  Matter  of  the  faid 
Court  of  Chancery,  and  to  the  Intent  that  the 
faid  William  Kynafton  fhould  Have,  Exercife,  and 
Enjoy  the  fame,  which  faid  Office  Touches  and 
Concerns  the  Adminiftration  and  Execution  of 
Juftice  in  the  faid  Court ;  and  the  faid  Thomas 
Earl  of  Macclesfield ,  being  Lord  Chancellor,  in 
Purfuance  and  Execution  of  the  faid  wicked  and 
corrupt  Bargain,  or  in  Purfuance  of  fome  other 
Bargain  or  Agreement  of  the  fame  infamous  and 
corrupt  Nature,  did  admit  and  fwear  the  faid 
William  Kynafton  into  the  Office  of  One  of  the 
Matters  of  the  faid  Court  of  Chancery,  upon 
the  Surrender  of  the  faid  William  Rogers ,  in 
Breach  and  Violation  of  his  Oath,  as  Lord  Chan¬ 
cellor,  and  of  the  great  Truft  in  him  repofed, 
contrary  to  the  Duty  of  his  Office,  and  againft 
the  good  and  wholfome  Laws  and  Statutes  of 
this  Realm. 


ART.  VL 

That  Thomas  Bennety  Efqj  having  contra  died 
with  John  Hiccocks ,  Efq,*  One  of  the  Matters  of 
the  Court  of  Chancery,  for  the  Purchafe  and 
Surrender  of  his  faid  Office,  at  the  Price  of 
Seven  thoufand  five  hundred  Pounds,  or  fome 
other  great  Sum  of  Money,  the  faid  Thomas 
Earl  of  Macclesfield ,  whilft  he  continued  Lord 
Chancellor  of  Great  Britain ,  and  before  the  Ad- 
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miffion  of  the  faid  Thomas  Bennet  into  the  Office 
of  One  of  the  Mailers  of  the  faid  Court  of 
Chancery,  did,  by  colour  of  his  Office  of  Lord 
Chancellor,  Illegally,  Corruptly,  and  Extorfively 
Infill  upon.  Take,  and  Receive  of  and  from  the 
faid  Thomas  Bennet ,  the  Sum  of  Fifteen  hundred 
and  feventy  five  Pounds,  or  fome  other  Sum  of 
Money,  for  the  Admitting  him  into  fuch  Office 
of  a  Matter  of  the  faid  Court  of  Chancery,  and 
to  the  Intent  that  the  faid  Thomas  Bennet  ffiould 
Have,  Exercife,  and  Enjoy  the  fame,  which  faid 
Office  Touches  and  Concerns  the  Adminift ration 
and  Execution  of  Juftice  in  the  faid  Court;  and  the 
faid  Thomas  Earl  of  Macclesfield '  being  Lord 
Chancellor,  in  Purfuance  and  Execution  of  the 
faid  wicked  and  corrupt  Bargain,  or  in  Purfuance 
of  fome  other  Bargain  or  Agreement  of  the  fame 
infamous  and  corrupt  Nature,  did  admit  and 
fwear  the  faid  Thomas  Bennet  into  the  Office  of 
One  of  the  Matters  of  the  faid  Court  of  Chan¬ 
cery,  upon  the  Surrender  of  the  faid  John  Hie- 
cocks ,  in  Breach  and  Violation  of  his  Oath,  as 
Lord  Chancellor,  and  of  the  great  Truft  in  him 
repofed^  contrary  to  the  Duty  of  his  Office,  and 
againft  the  good  and  wholfome  Laws  and  Sta¬ 
tutes  of  this  Realm. 

* 

ART.  VII. 

That  the  Office  of  One  of  the  Matters  of  the 
faid  Court  of  Chancery,  becoming  vacant  by  the 
Death  of  William  Fellows ,  Efq;  One  of  the  late 
Matters  of  the  faid  Court,  the  faid  Thomas  Earl 
of  Macclesfield \  whilft  he  continued  Lord  Chan¬ 
cellor  of  Great  Britain ,  and  before  the  Admif- 
fion  of  Francis  Elde ,  Efq;  into  the  faid  Office 
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dF  One  of  the  Matters  of  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
did,  by  colour  of  his  Office  of  Lord  Chancellor, 
Illegally,  Corruptly,  and  Extorfively  Infift  upon. 
Take,  and  Receive  of  and  from  the  faid  Francis 
Elde ,  the  Sum  of  Five  thoufand  two  hundred 
and  fifty  Pounds,  or  forne  other  great  Sum  of 
Money,  in  Confideration  of,  and  for  the  Ad¬ 
mitting  him  into  fuch  Office  of  a  Matter  of 
the  faid  Court  of  Chancery,  and  to  the  Intent 
that  the  faid  Francis  Elde  fhould  Have,  Exercife, 
and  Enjoy  the  fame,  which  faid  Office  touches 
and  concerns  the  Adminiftration  and  Execution 
of  Juftice  in  the  faid  Court  *  and  the  faid  Tho¬ 
mas  Earl  of  Macclesfield \  being  Lord  Chancel¬ 
lor,  in  Purfuanc.e  and  Execution  of  the  faid 
wicked  and  corrupt  Bargain,  or  in  Purfuance  of 
fome  other  Bargain  or  Agreement  of  the  fame 
infamous  and  corrupt  Nature,  did  admit  and 
fwear  the  faid  Francis  Elde  into  the  Office  of  One 
of  the  Matters  of  the  faid  Court  of  Chancery, 
in  Breach  and  Violation  of  his  Oath,  as  Lord 
Chancellor,  and  of  the  great  Truft  in  him  re- 
pofed,  contrary  to  the  Duty  of  his  Office,  and 
againft  the  good  and  wholfome  Laws  and  Sta~ 
tutes  of  this  Realm. 

ART.  VIII. 

That  the  Office  of  One  of  the  Matters  of  the 
faid  Court  of  Chancery  becoming  vacant  by  the 
Death  of  John  Borret ,  E(q-  One  of  the  late  Ma¬ 
tters  of  the  faid  Court,  who  died  infolvent,  greatly 
indebted  to  the  Suitors  of  the  faid  Court,  the  faid 
Thomas  Earl  of  Macclesfield ,  whilft  he  continued 
Lord  Chancellor  of  Great  Britain ,  without  fe- 
curing  a  jutt  Satisfaction  to  the  faid  Suitors,  for 
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their  Debts,  and  before  the  Admiffion  of  Mark 
Thurjion ,  Efq;  into  the  faid  Office  of  One  of  the 
Matters  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  did,  by  Co¬ 
lour  of  his  Office  of  Lord  Chancellor,  Illegally, 
Corruptly,  and  Extorftvely,  Infift  upon,  Take,  and 
Receive,  of  and  from  the  faid  Mark  Thurjion,  the 
Sum  of  Five  thoufand  two  hundred  and  ffty 
Pounds,  or  fome  other  great  Sum  of  Money,  in 
Confideration  of  and  for  the  admitting  him  into 
fuch  Office  of  a  Matter  of  the  faid  Court  of 
Chancery,  and  to  the  Intent  that  the  faid  Mark 
Thurjion  ffiould  Have,  Exercife,  and  Enjoy  the 
fame,  which  faid  Office  Touches  and  Concerns 
the  Admimftration  and  Execution  of  Juft  ice  in 
the  faid  Court  ;  and  the  faid  Thomas  Earl  of 
Macclesfield ,  being  Lord  Chancellor,  in  Purfu- 
ance  and  Execution  of  the  faid  wicked  and  cor¬ 
rupt  Bargain,  or  in  purfuance  of  fome  other  Bar¬ 
gain  or  Agreement  of  the  fame  infamous  and 
corrupt  Nature,  did  admit  and  fwear  the  faid 
Mark  Thurjion  into  the  Office  of  One  of  the 
Matters  of  the  faid  Court  of  Chancery,  in  Breach 
and  Violation  of  his  Oath,  as  Lord  Chancellor, 
and  of  the  great  Truft  in  him  repofed,  contrary  to 
the  Duty  of  his  Office,  and  againft  the  good  and 
wholfome  Laws  and  Statutes  of  this  Realm. 


ART.  IX. 

That  whereas  Thomas  Bennet ,  Efq;  in  or  about 
the  Month  of  Augujl ,  in  the  Tenth  Year  of  His 
Ma jetty’s  Reign,  was  ppffeffed  of  an  Office  in  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  called  the  Office  of  Clerk  of 
the  Cuftodies,for  the  Term  of  his  Life,  by  Virtue 
of  His  Ma  jetty’s  Letters  Patents  under  the  Great 
Seal  of  Great  Britain ,  which  Office  is  an  Office 
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of  Truft  in  the  faid  Court,  in  the  Gift  and  Dif- 
pofal  of  the  Crown  by  Grant  under  the  Great 
Seal,  and  concerns  the  writing  and  making  Com¬ 
ma  {lions  to  inquire  of  Ideots  and  Lunaticks,  and 
the  Procefs  thereupon,  and  Letters  Patents  for 
the  Cuftody  of  the  Bodies  of  Ideots  and  Lu¬ 
naticks,  and  the  keeping,  entring,  and  tranfcribing 
Orders,  Reports,  and.  Accounts  made  and  de¬ 
clared  touching  Ideots  and  Lunaticks,  and  their 
Eftates  in  the  faid  Court  of  Chancery  ;  and  the 
faid  Thomas  Bennet  having  agreed  with  Hugh 
Hamer Jley ,  Efq;  to  refign  the  faid  Office,  in  or¬ 
der  to  obtain  His  Majefty’s  Royal  Grant  of  the 
faid  Office  to  the  faid  Hugh  Hamerjley ,  the  faid 
Thomas  Earl  of  Macclesfield ,  being  then  Lord 
Chancellor  of  Great  Britain ,  did  refufe  to  permit 
or  accept  of  fuch  Relignation,  until  the  faid  Tho¬ 
mas  Bennet  had  agreed  to  pay  unto  the  faid  Tho¬ 
mas  Earl  of  Macclesfield,  or  unto  his  Ufe,  One 
hundred  and  live  Pounds,  or  fome  other  Sum  of 
Money,  as  a  Conf  deration  for  the  fame,  and,  by 
Colour  of  his  Office  of  Lord  Chancellor,  did  Il¬ 
legally,  Corruptly,  and  Extorfively  Infift  upon. 
Take,  and  Receive,  of  and  from  the  faid  Thomas 
Bennet ,  the  faid  One  hundred  and  five  Pounds,  or 
fome  other  Sum  for  and  in  Confideration  of  the 
permitting  and  accepting  fuch  Surrender  of  the 
faid  Office,  in  order  to  and  for  the  obtaining  and 
procuring  a  New  Grant  of  the  faid  Office  to  the 
faid  Hugh  Hamerjley  ’  and  in  purftiance  thereof, 
the  faid  Thomas  Earl  of  Macclesfield ,  then  being 
Lord  Chancellor,  and  One  of  the  Lords  Juftices 
of  this  Kingdom,  during  His  Majefty’s  Abfence, 
did  accept,  or  caufe  to  be  duly  accepted,  the  Re- 
fignation  of  the  faid  Thomas  Bennet  of  the  laid 
Office,  and  by  his  Intereft  and  Recommendation 
did  obtain  and  procure  His  Majefty’s  Royal  War¬ 
rant 
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rant  for  preparing  and  palling  His  Ma jelly’s  Grant 
of  the  faid  Office,  under  the  Great  Seal,  to  thefaid 
Hugh  Hamerjley  for  the  Term  of  his  Life  •  which 
Grant  afterwards,  in  or  about  the  Month  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  in  the  Tenth  Year  of  His  Majefty’s  Reign, 
did  accordingly  pafs  the  Greit  Seal,  then  in  the 
Cuftody  of  the  faid  Earl,  for  which  all  the  ufual 
and  accuftomed  Fees  were  paid,  over  and  befides 
the  faid  One  hundred  and  five  Pounds,  in  great  De¬ 
ceit  of  the  Crown,  in  Breach  and  Violation  of  his 
Oath  as  Lord  Chancellor,  and  of  the  feveral  great 
Trufts  then  in  him  repofed,  contrary  to  the  Duty 
of  his  Office,  and  againft  the  good  and  whoHome 
Laws  and  Statutes  of  this  Realm. 

ART.  X. 

That  the  faid  Thomas  Earl  of  Macclesfield \ 
whilft  he  continued  Lord  Chancellor  of  Great 
Britain ,  did  Illegally  and  Corruptly  Ordain,Name, 
and  Make  divers  other  Officers  and  Minifters  of 
His  Majefly,  for  Gift  and  Brocage,  and  did  like- 
wife  Illegally  and  Corruptly  fell  divers  other  Offi¬ 
ces,  touching  and  concerning  the  Adminiftration 
and  Execution  of  Juftice  in  the  Court  of  Chan¬ 
cery,  to  feveral  Perfons,  for  divers  great  Sums  of 
Money,  which  the  faid  Earl  did  receive  from  the 
faid  Perfons  for  their  refpedtive  Admiffions  into 
fuch  Offices,  and  before  they  were  admitted  there¬ 
unto,  and  in  order  that  the  faid  Perfons  fhould 
Have,  Exercife,  and  Enjoy  the  fame,  in  great 
Breach  of  the  Truft  in  him  repofed,  and  of  his 
Oath  as  Lord  Chancellor,  contrary  to  the  Duty 
of  his  Office,  and  againft  the  Laws  and  Statutes 
of  this  Realm, 
e 
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ART.  XI. 

That  the  faid  Thomas  Earl  of  Macclesfield \ 
whilft  he  continued  in  the  Office  of  Lord  Chan¬ 
cellor  of  Great  Britain ,  in  order  to  advance  and 
increafe  the  Illegal  and  Corrupt  Gain,  ariling  to 
liimfelf  from  the  Sale  and  Difpofal  of  the  Offices 
of  Mailers  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  in  Violation 
of  the  great  Trull:  repofed  in  him  for  the  Care 
and  Protedlion  of  the  Suitors  of  the  faid  Court, 
whofe  Money  and  Effeds  were,  by  Orders  of  the 
faid  Court,  lodged  in  the  Hands  of  the  Mailers 
of  the  faid  Court  of  Chancery,  did  admit  feveral 
Perfons  to  the  faid  Offices  of  Mailers  of  the  faid 
Court  of  Chancery,  who,  at  the  Time  of  fuch  their 
Ad  millions,  were  of  fmall  Subllance  and  Ability, 
very  Unfit  to  be  trulled  with  the  great  Sums  of 
Money  and  other  Effedts  of  the  Suitors  of  the  faid 
Court,  lodged  in  their  Hands  by  the  Orders  of 
the  faid  Court ;  and  did  publickly  in  open  Court, 
when  he  fat  there  as  Lord  Chancellor,  fallly  re* 
prefent  the  faid  Perfons,  fo  by  him  admitted  to 
the  Offices  of  Mailers  of  the  faid  Court  of  Chan¬ 
cery,  as  Perfons  of  great  Fortunes,  and  in  every 
refped  qualified  for  the  Trull  repofed  in  them, 
to  the  manifell  Deceit  and  Injury  of  the  Suitors 
of  the  faid  Court. 

ART.  XII; 

That  whilft  the  faid  Thomas  Earl  of  Maccles¬ 
field  executed  the  faid  Office  of  Lord  Chancellor, 
an  unjull  and  fraudulent  Method  was  pradlifed  in 
the  Court  of  Chancery  upon  the  Sale  of  the  Offi- 
£  ces 
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ces  of  Matters  of  the  faid  Court,  and  upon  the 
Admiffions  of  New  Matters,  that  the  Prices  or  Sums 
of  Money  agreed  to  be  paid  for  the  Purchafe  of 
the  faid  Offices,  and  for  the  Admiflions  there¬ 
into,  were  fatisfied  and  paid  out  of  the  Monies 
and  Effedls  of  the  Suitors  of  the  Court  depofited 
in  the  Hands  oftherefpedfive  Matters,  furrendring 
their  Offices,  or  dying,  either  by  way  of  Retainer 
of  the  Purchafe  Money  i  n  the  Hands  of  the  Matter 
refigning,  or  of  replacing  the  Money  disburfed 
for  fuch  Purchafe  or  Admiffion  by  the  fucceeding 
Matter,  out  of  the  Money  and  EfFedts  of  the 
Suitors  coming  into  his  Hands  *  by  which  Pradtice 
the  Price  and  Value  given  upon  the  Sale  of  the 
faid  Offices,  and  Admiffions  thereinto,  during  the 
Time  aforefaid,  were  greatly  advanced,  and  feveral 
Perfons  of  fmall  Ability  and  Subttance  were  en¬ 
couraged  to  Contradf  for  the  faid  Offices,  upon  a 
Profpedl  of  the  eafie  Method  of  paying  for  the 
Purchafe  of  the  fame,  by  means  whereof  great 
Deficiencies  have  incurred  in  the  Offices  of  leve* 
ral  Matters  of  the  faid  Court,  admitted  by  the 
faid  Thomas  Farl  of  Macclesfield^  which  they  have 
not  been  able  to  anfwer  and  make  good  *  and  al¬ 
though  the  faid  Practice  was  notorious  and  pub- 
lick,  and  the  faid  Earl  was  well  informed  thereof, 
and  fully  acquainted  therewith,  yet  the  faid 
Thomas  Earl  of  Macclesfield^  in  order  to  increafe 
his  own  unjuft  and  corrupt  Profit  in  the  felling  the 
faid  Offices,  and  the  Admiffions  thereto  (which  in 
confequence  of  this  evil  Pradtice  was  raifed  and 
received  by  him  out  of  the  Effects  of  the  Suitors, 
for  whom  he  was  intruded  )  did  not  at  any  Time, 
whilft  he  continued  in  his  Office  of  Lord  Chan¬ 
cellor,  ufe  or  take  any  Meafures  to  reform  the 
faid  Abufe,  or  to  prevent  the  fame,  either  by 
caufing  proper  Schedules  to  be  taken  of  the  Mo- 
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Siey  and  Effects  of  the  Suitors  delivered  over  and 
Transferred,  or  by  appointing  any  Perfon,  in  his 
Behalf,  to  infpeCi:  or  fupervife  the  Transfers  or  De¬ 
liveries  thereof,  or  in  any  other  Manner ;  But  on 
the  Contrary,  the  faid  Thomas  Earl  of  Macclef- 
fieJdy  Unjuftly,  Corruptly,  and  contrary  to  the 
Duty  of  his  faid  Office  of  Lord  Chancellor  (to 
whom  the  Super  intendency  of  the  faid  Mafters, 
and  of  their  Accounts  did  Appertain  )  did  fufrer 
the  faid  Fraudulent  Practice  to  proceed  and  be  ex- 
ercifed  without  any  Ccffitroul  or  Check,  whereby 
great  Embezlements  have  been  made  of  the  Suitors 
Money  and  ElfeCls,  to  their  great  Lofs,  in  the  Of¬ 
fices  of  feveral  of  the  Mafters  of  the  faid  Court, 
who  have  not  been  able  to  anfwer  and  pay  their 
refpedtive  Ballances  owing  upon  their  Accounts, 
in  breach  of  the  Truft  repofed  in  him  for  the 
Prefervation  of  the  Eftates  and  EffeCls  of  the 
Suitors,  to  the  Difhonour  and  Difcredit  of  the 
faid  Court,  and  to  the  great  Injury  aiid  Defraud¬ 
ing  of  the  faid  Suitors,  in  a  Court  of  Equity, 
Eftabliftied  for  their  Relief  and  Protection. 


ART.  XIII. 


That  Fleetwood  Dormer ,  Efq;  One  of  the  Ma¬ 
fters  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  having  Embez-* 
led  great  Part  of  the  Money  and  Effects  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  Suitors  of  the  faid  Court,  with  which 
he  was  Intrufted  by  the  faid  Court,  and  difpofed 
of  the  fame  for  his  own  Private  Advantage,  by 
Means  whereof  there  became,  and  ftill  Continues 
a  great  Deficiency  in  that  Office,  to  the  Amount 
of  Twenty  five  thoufand  Pounds,  or  lome  other 
great  Sum ,  and  the  laid  Fleetwood  Dormer ,  hav¬ 
ing 
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Jng  Abfcotided  and  for  feme  time  Ahfented  him-" 
felf,  Application  was  made  to  the  faid  Earl  of 
Macclesfield ,  then  Lord  Chancellor  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain. ,  to  fecure  the  Perfion  of  the  faid  Fleetwood 
Dormer,  and  to  take  proper  Methods  for  Com¬ 
pelling  the  faid  Fleetwood  Dormer  to  make  Satif- 
fadion  to  the  Suitors  for  the  Money  and  Life  els, 
which  he  had  fo  Embezled,  yet  the  faid  Earl, 
from  an  Apprehenfion,  that  a  Publick  Difcoverv 
of  the  faid  Deficiency  might  lefifen  the  Unjuft 
Gain  he  propofed  to  make  to  himfelf,  by  felling 
and  difpofing  of  the  faid  Offices  of  Mailers  of 
the  faid  Court,  neglected  and  declined  either  to 
fecure  the  Perfon  of  the  faid  Fleetwood  Dormer, 
and  his  Eftate  and  EfFeds,  or  to  make  a  proper 
Enquiry  into  the  faid  Deficiency;  But  on  the 
Contrary  the  faid  Earl,  whilft  he  Continued  Lord 
Chancellor  of  Great  Britain,  did  Endeavour,  by 
many  Indired  Pradices,  to  conceal  from  the  Sui¬ 
tors  of  the  Court,  the  true  State  and  Condition 
of  the  faid  Office,  as  well  with  refped  to  the 
EfFeds  of  the  faid  Fleetwood  Dormer,  as  to  the 
Debt  due  from  him  to  the  Suitors  of  the  Court; 
And  upon  Motion  made  in  the  faid  Court  of 
Chancerv  (  after  the  faid  Earl  knew  that  the  faid 
Fleetwood  Dormer  had  fo  Abfconded )  on  behalf 
of  fome  of  the  Suitors  of  the  Court,  to  have 
their  EfFeds  Transferred  from  the  faid  Fleetwood 
Dormer  to  fome  other  Mafier,  for  the  better  Se¬ 
curing  thereof,  the  faid  Earl  of  Macclesfield,  in 
order  to  delude  the  Suitors  of  the  faid  Court  in¬ 
to  a  Belief  that  their  EfFeds  were  fafe,  and  there¬ 
by  to  prevent  a  Publick  Enquiry,  then  fitting  as 
Lord  Chancellor  in  open  Court,  did  fay,  That 
the  faid  Parties  need  not  be  in  hafte,  and  did 
’  at  the  fiime  time  falflv  and  deceitfully  Declare, 
that  the  faid  Fleetwood  Dormer  was  only  gone 
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to  take  the  Air  in  the  Country,  and  that  he 
would  return  in  a  little  time,  and  all  would  be 
well,  or  to  that  Effedt. 

ART.  XIV. 

That  the  faid  Fleetwood  Dormer,  having  towards 
Satisfaction  of  the  Suitors  of  the  faid  Court,  aflign- 
ed  to  Henry  Edwards,  Efq;  (who  Succeeded  him 
in  his  Office  of  Matter  of  the  faid  Court  of  Chan¬ 
cery)  a  Debt  of  Twenty  four  thoufand  and  forty 
fix  Pounds,  Four  Shillings,  or  fome  other  great 
Sum  due  from  William  Wilfon ,  a  Banker  to  the 
faid  Fleetwood  Dormer ,  to  the  intent  that  the  Mo¬ 
ney  received  on  Account  thereof  fliould  be  ap¬ 
plied  and  difpofed  of,  as  the  faid  Court  of  Chan¬ 
cery  fliould  Order  and  Ciredl,  the  faid  Thomas 
Earl  of  Macclesfield ,  whilft  he  continued  Lord 
Chancellor  of  Great  Britain ,  for  the  Unlawful 
Purpofes  aforefaid,  without  Regard  to  the  Inte- 
rett  of  the  faid  Suitors,  by  colour  of  his  Office, 
did,  in  an  Unwarrantable,  Clandefiine,  and  Un- 
ufual  Manner,  Authorize,  DirecT,  and  Eftablifh  a 
precarious  and  trifling  Compofition  with  the  faid 
Willi  am  Wilfon ,  upon  the  Terms  of  the  faid  Wil¬ 
liam  Wilfon  s  paying  the  Sum  of  Fourteen  hun¬ 
dred  fixty  three  Pounds,  two  Shillings,  and  a 
Penny,  and  affigning  Ten  thoufand  Pounds,  part 
of  a  Debt  of  Twenty  two  thoufand  and  fixty 
Pounds,  twelve  Shillings,  and  five  Pence,  pre¬ 
tended  to  be  due  to  the  faid  William  Wilfon  from 
Edward  Boulter ,  or  to  that  Efledt,  in  Difcharge 
of  the  faid  Debt ;  and  to  that  End,  upon  the  Re¬ 
port  of  John  Hiccochs ,  Efq;  then  one  of  the  Ma¬ 
tters  of  the  faid  Court,  without  any  Attendance 
order’d  or  had  thereupon,  and  without  Notice  to 
B  the 
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the  faid  Suitors,  did,  by  a  private  Order  not 
made  in  open  Court,  order  the  faid  Henry  Ed¬ 
wards  to  accept  of  the  faid  Compofition,  in  full 
Difcharge  of  the  faid  Debt,  which  faid  Edward 
Boulter  was  a  Perfon  infolvent,  and  has  fince  ab~ 
fconded  for  Debt,  and  none.  Or  but  a  very  final  1 
part  of  the  faid  Ten  thoufand  Pounds,  has  been  or 
is  ever  likely  to  be  received. 

ART.  XV. 

That  the  faid  Thomas  Earl  of  Macclesfield \ 
whilft  he  continued  Lord  Chancellor  of  Great 
Britain ,  to  carry  on  his  Corrupt  and  Unjutt 
Putpofes,  and  to  conceal  the  Deficiency  that  was 
in  the  Office  of  the  faid  Fleetwood  Dormer ,  did, 
in  or  about  the  Month  of  February ,  in  the  Year 
of  our  Lord,  One  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
twenty,  order  the  feveral  Matters  of  the  faid 
Court  of  Chancery  to  bring  in  their  Accounts 
of  the  Caffi,  Effects,  and  Securities  in  their 
Hands  belonging  to  the  Suitors  of  the  Court, 
not  with  a  Defign  of  Examining  their  Accounts, 
or  Securing  the  Eftate  and  Effects  of  the  Suitors, 
but  with  an  Intent  to  Terrify  the  faid  Matters,  and 
thereby  oblige  them  to  contribute  great  Sums  of 
Money  towards  anfwering  the  Demands  that 
fhould,  from  Time  to  Time,  be  made  upon  the 
faid  Office  ;  for  which  Purpofe,  he  the  faid  Earl 
did  at  feveral  Times  reprefent,  or  caufe  to  be  re- 
prefented  to  the  faid  Matters,  that  if  they  refuf- 
ed  fo  to  do,  the  Money  and  Effedls  of  the  Suitors 
would  be  taken  out  of  their  Hands,  and  the  faid 
Matters  deprived  of  making  any  Profit  of  the 
fame  ;  by  which  Practices  the  faid  Earl,  being 
then  Lord  Chancellor  of  Great  Britain ,  by  co¬ 
lour  of  his  Authority,  did  perfwade  and  induce 
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Nine  of  the  Matters  of  the  faid  Court  of  Chan¬ 
cery^  to  pay  Five  hundred  Pounds  each  for  the 
Purpofes  aforefaid  ;  feveral  of  whom  paid  the 
fame  out  of  the  Money  or  Effedts  of  the  Suitors 
in  their  Hands  *  but  after  fuch  Payments,  the  faid 
Thomas  Earl  of  Macclesfield  did  not  oblige  the 
faid  Matters  to  deliver  in  their  Accounts  in  Pur- 
fuance  of  fuch  his  faid  Order. 

ART.  XVI. 

That  Elizabeth  Chitty,  Widow,  having  obtained 
an  Order  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  on  or  about 
the  Seventeenth  Day  of  March ,  in  the  Tenth  Year 
of  His  prefent  Majefty’s  Reign,  made  by  the  faid 
Thomas  Earl  of  Macclesfield ,  then  Lord  Chancel¬ 
lor,  whereby  Henry  Edwards ,  Efq*  One  of  the 
Matters  of  the  faid  Court  of  Chancery,  who  fuc- 
ceeded  Fleetwood  Dormer ,  Efq;  in  the  faid  Office, 
was  ordered  to  pay  her  the  Sum  of  One  thoufand 
Pounds,  Part  of  the  Sum  of  Ten  thousand  Pounds, 
or  other  great  Sum  of  Money,  formerly  paid  into 
the  Hands  of  the  faid  Fleetwood  Dormer ,  as  a  Ma¬ 
tter  of  the  faid  Court,  and  by  the  faid  Order  men¬ 
tioned  to  be  then  in  the  Hands  of  the  faid  Henry 
Edwards  •  and  the  faid  Henry  Edwards  complain¬ 
ing  to  the  faid  Earl,  that  the  making  Orders  up¬ 
on  him  to  pay  Money  which  had  been  received 
by  the  faid  Fleetwood  Dormer ,  was  a  very  great 
Hard  (hip  upon  him  the  faid  Henry  Edwards ,  in 
regard  he  had  not  any  Money  or  Effects  in  his 
Hands  to  anfwer  fuch  Demands,  the  (aid  Earl 
of  Macclesfield ,  being  then  Lord  Chancellor,  in 
further  profecution  of  his  Unjuft  and  Corrupt 
Purpofes,  did,  by  Colour  of  his  Authority,  en¬ 
deavour  to  prevail  with  the  Matters  of  the  faid 
Court  of  Chancery,  to  raife  the  faid  Sum  of  One 
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thoufand  Pounds  out  of  their  Effects,  by  repre- 
fenting  to  them,  that  a  Difcovery  of  the  Defi¬ 
ciency  in  the  faid  Office  might  occafion  a  Par¬ 
liamentary  or  Publick  Enquiry  into  the  Nature 
and  Condition  of  their  Offices,  and  hazard  the 
Forfeiture  of  the  fame,  by  reafon  of  their  having 
bought  the  faid  Offices  contrary  to  Law,  which 
the  faid  Earl  then  declared  would  affeCt  him, 
but  themfelves  much  more,  or  to  that  EfFeCl ; 
but  the  faid  Matters  refufmg  to  raife  the  faid  Sum 
of  One  thoufand  Pounds,  the  faid  Earl  of  Mac - 
cJes field  did  order  his  Secretary  Peter  Cotting - 
ham ,  Efq;  to  pay  the  faid  One  thoufand  Pounds  * 
who,  in  purfuance  of  the  faid  Earl’s  Directions, 
in  or  about  the  Month  of  July ,  One  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  twenty  four,  did  pay  the 
fame  to  Afican  Cbriftopher  Lochman ,  for  the 
Ufe  of  the  faid  Elizabeth  Chitty  *  and  the  faid 
Earl  of  Macclesfield \  upon  Application  made  to 
him  by  the  faid  Afican  Cbriftopher  Lochman ,  for 
Payment  of  the  faid  Money,  did  acquaint  him, 
that  he,  the  faid  Earl,  had  given  Directions  to 
his  Secretary  for  Payment  of  that  Sum,  but  at 
the  fame  time  declared  to  the  faid  Afican  Cbrifto¬ 
pher  Lochman ,  that  he,  the  faid  Earl,  believed 
this  would  be  the  laft  Payment  flie  was  like  to 
receive  out  of  the  faid  Money  paid  into  the 
Hands  of  the  faid  Fleetwood  Dormer ,  for  the  Re- 
fidue  thereof  was  in  great  Danger  of  being  loft, 
by  reafon  of  the  Deficiency  in  the  EffeCts  of  the 
faid  Fleetwood  Dormer ,  or  to  that  EfteCt.  Not¬ 
withstanding  all  which  Proceedings,  in  this  and 
feveral  other  Articles  mentioned,  upon  a  Motion 
made  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  before  the  faid 
Thomas  Earl  of  Macclesfield ,  then  Lord  Chancel¬ 
lor,  on  or  about  the  Fifth  Day  of  December  laft, 
in  a  Caufe  there  depending  between  Jane  Harper 
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Plaintiff  and  Thomas  Cafe ,  and  others,  Defendants, 
relating  to  the  Sum  of  Two  hundred  and  fixty 
Pounds,  or  fome  other  Sum,  depofited  in  the 
Hands  of  the  faid  Fleetwood  Dormer  before  his 
abfconding,  and  which  was  then  apprehended  in 
great  Danger  of  being  loft,  the  faid  Thomas  Earl 
of  Macclesfield \  then  fitting  in  Court  as  Lord 
Chancellor,  did  Publickly,  Falfely,  and  Deceit¬ 
fully  declare.  That  he  had  heard  there  was  a 
Deficiency  in  the  Office  of  the  faid  Fleetwood 
Dormer ,  but  that  he,  the  faid  Earl,  knew  nothing 
of  it,  only  as  publick  News,  or  to  that  Effect ; 
and  thereupon  did  order,  that  the  faid  Henry 
Edwards  ffiould  examine  in  what  Manner  the 
faid  Two  hundred  and  fixty  Pounds  was  depofited 
with  the  faid  Fleetwood  Dormer ,  and  whether 
there  was  likely  to  be  a  Lofs  of  any  Money  depo¬ 
fited  with  the  faid  Fleetwood  Dormer. 

ART.  XVII. 

That  notwithftanding  the  faid  Earl  of  Maccles¬ 
field  wrell  knew,  that  there  was  a  very  great  Defici¬ 
ency  and  Lofs  by  the  Failure  of  the  faid  Fleetwood 
Dormer ,  and  that  the  faid  Henry  Edwards ,  his 
Succeffor,  had  not  fufficient  in  his  Hands  to  pay 
the  whole  Money  due  to  the  Suitors  of  the  Court, 
that  had  been  received  by  the  faid  Fleetwood  Dor - 
vierow  their  Account  *  yet  the  faid  Earl  of  Mac¬ 
clesfield)  being  Lord  Chancellor,  in  order  to  carry 
on  his  Unjuft  Defigns  of  concealing  the  faid  Defi¬ 
ciency,  and  to  prevent  any  publick  Inquiry  that 
might  arife  from  the  juft  Complaints  of  the 
Suitors  of  the  faid  Court,  did,  from  time  to  time, 
3r»  mani feft  and  wilful  Violation  of  the  Truft  re- 
poled  in  him,  make  Orders  on  the  faid  Henry  Ed~ 
6  wards 


(  25  ) 

wards  for  Payment  of  the  Money  belonging  to 
feveral  particular  Suitors,  which  had  been  lodged 
in  the  Hands  of  the  faid  Fleetwood  Dormer  ; 
In  Obedience  to  which  Orders  feveral  Sums  were 
paid,  without  regard  to,  or  confideration  of  the 
Proportion  which  the  reft  of  the  Suitors  were  En¬ 
titled  to,  out  of  the  Effedts  of  the  faid  Fleetwood 
Dormer ,  whereby  many  of  the  faid  Suitors  loft 
the  Benefit  of  their  proportionable  Share,  to  which 
in  Juftice  they  were  Entitled. 

ART.  XVIII. 

That  the  faid  Thomas  Earl  of  Macclesfield , 
notwithftanding  that  he  very  well  knew,  and  was 
informed  that  the  Mailers  of  the  faid  Court  did, 
or  that  it  was  in  their  Power,  from  Time  to  Time, 
and  at  their  Pleafure  to  difpofe  of  and  employ  the 
Money  and  Effedts  belonging  to  the  Suitors  of  the 
faid  Court,  which  were  intrufted  with  them  re- 
fpedlively,  and  more  particularly,  that  the  Defi¬ 
ciency  appearing  in  the  Office  of  Fleetwood  Dor¬ 
mer  y  Efq*  One  of  the  Mailers  of  the  Court  of  Chan¬ 
cery,  was  chiefly  occafioned  by  his  the  (aid  Fleet- 
wood  Dormer’s  having  taken  upon  himfelf  undu¬ 
ly  to  Difpofe  of  and  Employ  the  Money  and  Ef- 
fedts  belonging  to  the  Suitors  of  the  faid  Court, 
which  were  Intrufted  in  his  Hands,*  and  notwith¬ 
ftanding  that,  foon  after  the  faid  Fleetwood  Dor¬ 
mer  became  Infolvent,  it  was  reprefen  ted  and 
propofed  to  the  faid  Thomas  Earl  of  Macclesfield , 
then  Lord  Chancellor  of  Great  Britain ,  in  order 
to  prevent  for  the  Future  any  Lofles  that  might 
happen  to  the  Suitors  of  the  faid  Court,  that  the 
feveral  Effedts  and  Securities  belonging  to  the 
Suitors  Ihould  be  placed  out  in  fuch  Manner,  as 
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that  the  Power  of  Difpofing,  Imploying,  or  in 
anv  manner  Trading  with  the  fame;  might  be  to- 
tallv  taken  away  from  the  faid  Matters,  for  the  Ef¬ 
fecting  of  which  juft  Defign,  a  particular  Method 
was  laid  before  the  faid  Earl  ;  and  it  was  alfo 
further  propofed,  that  the  faid  Matters  fhould 
give  fome  reafonable  Security  to  anfwer  the  Bal- 
lance  of  fuch  Cafh,  as  fliould,  from  Time  to  Time, 
be  in  their  Hands  •  and  notwithftanding  the  faid 
Earl  was  Credibly  Informed,  that  the  Sufficiency 
of  fome  other  of  the  faid  Matters  was  very  much 
fufpedled,  yet  the  faid  Thomas  Earl  of  Maccles¬ 
field,  whilft  he  was  Lord  Chancellor  of  Great 
Britain ,  contrary  to  the  Duty  of  his  Office,  and 
thereby  propofing  to  make  unlawful  Gain  to  him- 
felf  by  the  Difpofal  and  Sale  of  the  Offices  of 
Matters  of  the  faid  Court  of  Chancery  ;  and  in 
order  to  Induce  Perfons  to  give  him,  the  faid  Earl, 
a  greater  Price  or  Reward  for  their  being  admit¬ 
ted  to  the  fame,  did  not  Require  or  Demand  any 
Security  whatfoever,  to  be  given  by  any  of  the 
laid  Matters,  upon  their  being  admitted  to  their 
Offices,  or  at  anv  other  Time  •  and  the  faid  Earl, 
with  the  fame  Corrupt  View  and  Intention,  and 
to  keep  up  the  Price  of  the  faid  Offices,  totally 
negleded  to  Inquire  into  the  Accounts  of  the  laid 
Matters,  and  did  Fraudulenly,  Unjuftly,  and  in 
Breach  of  the  Truft  repofed  in  him,  Permit  and 
Incourage  the  Matters  of  the  faid  Court,  to  Em¬ 
ploy  and  Traffick  with  large  Sums  of  Money  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Suitors  of  the  faid  Court,  and  to 
make  Intereft  thereof  for  their  own  unjuft  Gain 
and  Profit ;  and  the  faid  Earl,  after  fuch  Propo- 
fal  made  to  him,  as  aforefaid,  or  at  any  other 
Time,  during  his  Continuance  in  the  faid  Office, 
did  not  take  any  Care  that  the  Effects  of  the  faid 
Suitors  fhould  be  placed  out  in  fuch  Manner,  as 
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to  prevent  the  Matters  from  Trafficking  there¬ 
with^  or  that  the  faid  Matters  fliould  give  fuch 
Security,  as  was  propofed  •  by  Means  whereof  great 
Deficiencies,  to  the  amount  of  many  Thoufand 
Pounds,  have  been,  through  fuch  Default  of  the 
faid  Earl,  occaficned  in  the  Offices  of  feveral 
other  of  the  Matters,  to  the  great  Lofs  and  In¬ 
jury  of  the  Suitors  of  the  faid  Court. 

ART.  XIX. 

That  whereas  his  moft  Sacred  Majefly,  out  of  his 
Fatherly  Goodnefs  to  His  People,  did,  in  or  about 
the  Month  of  "November  laft,  diredl  an  Enquiry 
to  be  made  into  the  Accounts  of  the  Matters  of 
the  faid  Court  of  Chancery,  to  the  Intent  that 
proper  Methods  might  be  taken  for  the  Security 
of  the  Suitors  of  the  faid  Court  *  the  faid  Thomas 
Earl  of  Macclesfield ,  being  then  Lord  Chancellor 
of  Great  Britain ,  and  One  of  His  Majefty’s  moft 
Honourable  Privy  Council,  in  order  to  Obftrudt 
the  fame,  and  to  prevent  a  Parliamentary  Enquiry 
into  the  State  and  Condition  of  the  Offices  of  the 
faid  Matters,  in  Breach  of  the  feveral  great  Trufis 
repofed  in  him,  did  give  Advice  and  Encourage¬ 
ment  to  the  faid  Matters  to  Aflift  and  Supply  each 
other  with  Money  and  Effedts,  and  did  reprefent 
to  the  faid  Matters,  that  it  would  be  for  their 
Honour  and  Service,  to  appear  able  and  fufficient, 
and  that  if  they  made  a  Bold  Stand  now,  it  might 
prevent  a  Parliamentary  Enquiry,  or  to  that  Ff- 
fedt  ;  and  did  perfwade  feveral  of  them  to  make 
falfeReprefentations  of  their  Circumftances  to  His 
Majefly,  by  adding  a  Subfcription  to  their  refpe- 
dtive  Accounts  deliver’d  to  the  faid  Earl,  to  be  laid 
before  His  Ma jetty ,  to  the  EfFedt  following  (  viz . ) 
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That  they  were  able  to  anfwer  the  Money  and 
Securities  in  their  Hands,  and  were  willing  to 
pay  the  fame  to  fuch  Perfons  as  were  Entitled 
thereunto,  although  the  faid  Earl  knew,  or  had 
good  reafon  to  believe,  that  feveral  of  the  Ma¬ 
ilers  were  not  then  able  to  anfwer  the  Ballance 
of  their  Accounts,  nor  are  they  yet  able  to  fatisfle 
or  make  good  the  fame  *  and  when  the  faid  Ma¬ 
kers  were  afterwards  required  to  produce  theCafh 
and  Effedls  of  the  Suitors  in  their  Hands,  fome 
of  the  faid  Matters,  according  to  fuch  Advice 
and  Encouragement  given  by  the  faid  Earl,  did 
Supply  others  of  them  with  Cafh  and  Effedts,  to 
make  a  falfe  fliew  and  appearance  of  their  Abi¬ 
lity  and  Readinefs  to  anfwer  the  Ballance  of  their 
Accounts. 

ART.  XX. 

That  the  faid  Thomas  Earl  of  Macclesfield , 
whilft  he  continued  in  the  Office  of  Lord  Chan¬ 
cellor  of  Great  Brit  am ,  in  Breach  of  the  Truft 
repofed  in  him,  and  contrary  to  the  Duty  of  his 
Office,  did,  at  feveral  Times,  borrow  and  receive 
of  fome  of  the  Matters  of  the  faid  Court,  feveral 
great  Sums  of  the  Money  belonging  to  the  Suitors 
of  the  faid  Court,  depofited  in  the  Hands  of  fuch 
Matters,  and  did  make  ufe  thereof  for  his  own 
private  Service  and  Advantage,  fo  long  as  he  had 
occafion  for  the  fame. 

ART.  XXI. 

That  the  faid  Thomas  Earl  of  Macclesfield \ 
whilft  he  continued  Lord  Chancellor  of  Great 
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Britain,  did,  in  an  Illegal  and  Arbitrary  Manner, 
extend  the  Power  and  Authority  of  Lord  Chan¬ 
cellor,  and  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  beyond  their 
Lawful  and  juft  Bounds,  and  did  Arbitrarily  and 
Illegally  afliime  to  himfelf^  as  Lord  Chancellor, 
and  by  Colour  of  his  Office,  an  unjuft  and  unli¬ 
mited  Power  of  Difpenfing  with,  Sufpending 
and  Controlling  the  Statutes  of  this  Realm,  made 
for  the  Security  and  Prefervation  of  the  Eftates 
and  Properties  of  the  Subjedts  of  this  Kingdom, 
to  the  great  Oppreflion  of  the  Suitors  of  the  faid 
Court,  in  Subverfion  of  the  Laws  and  Statutes  of 
this  Realm,  in  Manifeft  Breach  and  Violation  of 
the  Rights  and  Liberties  of  His  Majefty’s  good 
Subjects,  and  of  his  own  moft  Solemn  Oath,  as 
Lord  Chancellor  of  Great  Britain ;  and  more  E- 
fpecially,  when  Francis  Tyffen ,  Efq;  Deceafed,  be¬ 
ing  Seized,  and  Poflefled  of  a  real  Eftate  of  the 
Value  of  Three  thoufand  Pounds  per  Annum ,  or 
fome  other  great  Annual  Value,  did,  by  his  lall: 
Will  andTeftament  in  writing,  duly  Executed,  in 
or  about  the  Month  of  OSlober ,  One  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  leventeen,  Give  and  Devife  all 
his  faid  real  Eftate  to  the  Child  his  Wife  was 
at  that  time  Enfeint  with  (if  fuch  Child  fhould 
be  a  Son)  for  his  Life,  without  Impeachment 
of  Waft,  with  Remainders  to  the  Firft,  and  other 
Sons  of  the  faid  Infant  in  Tail  Male,  and  did 
likewife  by  fuch  Will  Exprefly  nominate  and 
appoint  his  the  faid  Teftator’s  Wife,  Rachel  Tyf¬ 
fen ,  to  be  the  Guardian  of  all  his  Children,  du¬ 
ring  their  refpedtive  Minorities,  if  flie  lhould  lb 
long  Continue  a  Widow ;  and  the  faid  Francis 
Tyjfen ,  foon  after  Died,  leaving  One  Daughter, 
and  the  faid  Rachel ,  his  Widow,  with  Child,  af¬ 
ter  whofe  Deceafe  the  faid  Rachel  was  Delivered 
of  fuch  Child,  being  a  Son,  afterwards  Named 
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Francis  John  Tyjfen ,  in  whofe  Right  by  Virtue  of 
the  faid  Will,  and  of  the  Statute  made  in  the 
Twelfth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  the 
Second,  Intituled,  An  Atl  for  the  taking  away  the 
Court  of  Wards  and  Liveries,  and  Tenures  in  Ca- 
pite,  and  by  Knights  Service ,  and  Purveyance,  and 
for  Settling  a  Revenue  upon  His  Majejly  in  lieu 
thereof  ;  the  faid  Rachel  Tyjfen  did  lawfully 
take  into  her  Care  and  Cuftody  her  faid  Infant 
Son,  and  the  Eftate  fo  Devifed  to  him,  or  was 
willing  and  Endeavoured  fo  to  do,  and  to  un¬ 
dertake  the  Management  of  his  faid  Lands  and 
Tenements  for  his  beft  Advantage,  and  Demeaned 
her  felf  therein  without  any  Misbehaviour  *  yet 
the  faid  Thomas  Earl  of  Macclesfield,  being  then 
Lord  Chancellor  of  Great  Britain,  under  Colour 
of  his  Office  and  Authority,  did,  by  feveral  Or¬ 
ders  made  by  him,  in  the  Months  of  January 
and  February,  in  the  Fifth  Year  of  His  Majefty’s 
Reign,  or  in  One  of  them,  Illegally  and  Arbitra¬ 
rily,  and  in  direft  Contravention  of  the  Statute 
made  in  that  Behalf,  Remove  and  Exclude  the 
faid  Rachel  Tyjjen,  the  Guardian  of  the  faid  In¬ 
fant,  and  alfo  John  Nicholas,  Ffq,*  (a  Perfon  of 
good  Subftance  and  Ability,  Nominated  by  the 
faid  Rachel  Tyjjen  to  be  Receiver  of  the  Rents 
and  Profits  of  the  faid  Infant’s  Eftate,  and  ap¬ 
proved  by  Robert  Hoi  ford ,  Efq;  One  of  the  Ma¬ 
tters  of  the  faid  Court,  for  that  Purpofe,  and 
who  had  given  fufficient  Security  for  the 
due  Execution  of  his  faid  Truft)  from  the  Ma¬ 
nagement  and  Receiverffiip  of  the  faid  Infant’s 
Eftate  ,•  and  did,  by  fuch  Orders,  Unduly  and  In- 
iurioufty  Nominate  and  Appoint  Robert  Doy - 
ley,  Efq;  a  Creature  and  Confident  of  his  own, 
and  a  Perfon  altogether  Unfit  and  Unqualified 
for  fo  great  a  Truft,  to  be  Receiver  of  the  Rents 
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and  Profits  of  the  faid  Infant’s  Eftate,  and  to 
have  a  Salary  for  the  fame,  with  a  Power  to  let 
luch  Part  of  the  faid  Eftate,  as  was  or  fhould 
become  untenanted,  with  the  Approbation  of 
the  faid  Robert  Hoi  ford ,  although  the  faid  Ra¬ 
chel  Tyff'en  did  Expreflv  Object  unto,  and  op- 
pofe  fuch  Appointment  of  the  faid  Robert  Doyley , 
and  did  Infill  to  have  the  Benefit  and  Exercile 
of  her  Right  in  that  refpedl,  as  the  Guardian  ap¬ 
pointed  and  intrufted  by  her  late  Hufband  *  and 
the  faid  Robert  Doyley ,  after  he  was  fo  Admitted 
into  the  faid  Receiverfhip,  did  for  feveral  Years 
Receive  the  Rents  and  Profits  of  the  faid  In¬ 
fant’s  Eftate,  to  the  Amount  of  about  Ten  thou- 
fand  Pounds,  or  other  great  Sum,  and  in  his 
Life-time  did  Embezle  and  Convert  to  his  own 
Ufe  great  Part  thereof ;  and  in  or  about  the 
Month  oF  November ,  One  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  twenty  two,  Died  Infolvent,  and  Indebted 
to  the  faid  Infant  and  his  Eftate  in  the  Sum 
of  Two  thoufand  fix  hundred  Pounds,  or  other 
great  Sum,  upon  the  Ballance  of  his  Account,  no 
Part  whereof  has  hitherto  been  Satisfied  or  Paid  • 
and  the  faid  Thomas  Earl  of  Macclesfield \  in  fur¬ 
ther  Abufe  of  his  Power,  and  in  Contempt  of 
the  Laws  and  Statutes  of  this  Realm,  when  up¬ 
on  Debate  of  the  Matter  in  the  faid  Court  of 
Chancery,  before  the  (aid  Earl,  being  then  Lord 
Chancellor,  in  the  Month  of  January  or  February , 
in  the  Fifth  Year  of  His  Ma  jelly’s  Reign,  or  in 
one  of  them,  it  was  Infilled  upon,  in  Behalf  of 
the  fiid  Rachel  Tyffen ,  by  her  Councel  of  Great 
Ability  and  Experience  in  the  faid  Court,  that 
fuch  the  Proceedings  of  the  faid  Earl,  as  Lord 
Chancellor,  were  a  Reviving  the  Power  of  the 
Court  of  Wards,  and  were  not  Supported  or  War¬ 
ranted  by  any  Precedent  in  the  Court  of  Chan- 

cerv. 

J  j 


(  J2  ) 

eery,  he,  the  faid  Thomas  Earl  of  Macclesfield , 
then  Sitting  in  the  Court  as  Lord  Chancellor,  did 
not  only  perfift  in  fuch  his  Appointment  of.  the 
faid  Robert  Doyley ,  but  did  alfo  Arbitrarily,  and 
in  Defiance  of  the  faid  good  and  beneficial  Sta¬ 
tute,  Say  and  Declare,  in  open  Court,  that  then 
he  would  make  a  Precedent  in  that  Infiance,  or 
he,  the  faid  Earl,  Declared  and  Exprefled  himfelf 
to  that  Effeft  ,*  which  A  dings,  Proceedings,  and 
Declarations  of  the  faid  Earl,  have  been  and  were 
not  only  very  Injurious  and  Prejudicial  to  the 
Right  and  Intereft  of  the  faid  Rachel  Tyffen ,  as 
Guardian,  and  to  the  great  Damage  and  Lofs  of 
the  Infant  Francis  John  Tyjfen ,  and  a  Notorious 
Violation  of  Property,  but  were  alfo  a  Dangerous 
Exercife  of  Illegal  and  Arbitrary  Power,  to  the 
Deftrudion  of  the  Laws  and  Conftitution  of  this 
Realm,  in  Manifelt  Breach  of  his  Oath,  as  Lord 
Chancellor,  and  in  great  Abufeof  his  Authority. 

And  the  faid  Knights,  Citizens,  and  Burgefles, 
by  Proteftation,  Saving  to  themfelves  the  Liberty 
of  Exhibiting,  at  any  Time  hereafter,  any  fur¬ 
ther  Articles,  or  other  Accufation  or  Impeach¬ 
ment  againft  the  faid  Thomas  Earl  of  Macclesfield, 
and  alfo  of  Replying  to  his  Anfwers  which  he 
fhall  make  unto  the  faid  Articles,  or  any  of  them, 
and  of  offering  Proof  to  all  and  every  the  afore- 
faid  Articles,  and  to  all  and  every  other  Articles, 
Impeachment,  or  Accufation,  which  fhall  be  Ex¬ 
hibited  by  them,  as  the  Cafe  fhall,  according  to 
the  Courfe  of  Parliament,  require,  do  pray,  that 
th$  faid  Thomas  Earl  of  Macclesfield  may  be  put 
to  Anfwer  the  faid  Crimes  and  Mifdemeanors, 
and  that  fuch  Proceedings,  Examinations,  Tryals, 
and  Judgments,  may  be  thereupon  had  and  given, 
*  as  is  agreeable  to  Law  and  Juftice. 

$  F  I  N  I  S. 


I 


THE 


ANSWE 


O  F 

Thmas  Earl  of 

T  O  T  H  E 

ARTICLES 

T  f  '  * 

Exhibited  by  the 

Knights,  Citizens,  and  Burgesses 

parliament 

ASSEMBLED, 

* 

In  the  Name  of  Themfelves,  and  of  all  the 
COMMONS  of  Great  Britain, 

In  Maintenance  of  their 

IMPEACHMENT 

Againft  Hitft  for 

High  Crimes  and  Mifdemeanors 

Suppofed  to  have  been  by  Him  Committed. 


LONDON,  Printed  by  John  Baskett ,  Printer  to  the 
King’s  moft  Excellent  Majefty,  And  by  the  Afligns  of 
Henry  HiUs,  deceas’d.  MDCCXXV. 


- - — 


.  »  *.  • 


. 

&  ,  ■  •  • 


s 


'  "\ 


Vj  .. 


; 


i 


IV 


l  ' 


- 


>* 


. ...  ■  - 


*<  i 


'  .  ..  a. 


•  •  v  :  * 


H 


'  ’  ■ 


-  i  . 


* 

* 


•  * 


'h  -  :  :•  •  • 

j .  ...  /•,-»<  ..  •  ‘  ‘ 

,  . 


- 


* 


.  i 


"  • -  - 

•» 

"*  |  I 


*-  - 


. 


v  ■  •  '  > 


•  •  *  -  •'  *  •  .  .  ■  • 


<■ 


<  f- 


"  '  A  .  , 


. 


*  ' 

> 


I*  > ' 

•-  1. . — 


*  *  •  *  t-  •  'f  ‘ "  r  . S’.  X  • 

1  .  •'.VI 

*  :  .  stM 


V 


•*v 


A.  ,  *  •• 


’ 


'  •  -  -  ■  ■-  !  -V  „•• 


/ 


(  35  ) 


A  N  s"w  E  R 

O  F 

Thomas  Earl  of  Macclesfield , 

TO  THE 

ARTICLES  Exhibited  by  the 
Knights,  Citizens,  and  Burgef'es  in 
Parliament  AJJembled,  in  the  Name 
of  Themf elves,  and  of  all  the  Commons 
of  Great  Britain,  in  Maintenance  of 
their  Impeachment  againft  him  for* 
High  Grimes  and  Mifdemeanors,  fif- 
pofed  to  have  been  Try  him  committed. 

3  E  faid  Earl  Saving  to  him- 
felf  all  Advantage  of  Ex¬ 
ception  to  the  faid  Articles, 
and  of  not  being  prejudiced 
by  any  Words  or  want  of 
Form  in  this  his  Anfwer, 
and  alfo  Saving  to  himfelf 
all  Benefit  and  Advantage  of 
the  Adt  for  the  King’s  molt 
Gracious,  General,  and  Free  Pardon  hereinafter 

I  a  mentioned, 
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mentioned,  and  all  Rights  and  Privileges  belong¬ 
ing  to  him  as  One  of  the  Peers  of  this  Realm, 
for  Anfwer  to  the  faid  Articles  faith,  That  he 
having  for  feveral  Years  executed  the  Office  of 
Chief  Juftice  iti  the  Court  of  King’s-Bench,  His 
Majefty  of  His  Royal  Grace  and  Favour  was 
Pleafed,  the  Tenth  Day  of  March ,  One  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  fifteen,  to  advance  the  faid 
Earl  to  the  Dignity  of  a  Peer  of  this  Realm,  and 
Created  him  Baron  of  Macclesfield ;  aiid,  in  Re¬ 
gard  to  his  Circumftances  at  that  Time,  was  fur¬ 
ther  pleafed,  for  the  better  Support  of  that  Ho¬ 
nour,  to  grant  to  the  faid  Earl  the  Penfion  of 
Twelve  hundred  Pounds  per  Annum ,  in  the  Ar¬ 
ticles  mentioned,  payable  at  the  Receipt  of  the 
Exchequer  ;  and  His  Majefty  was  then  like  wife 
pleafed  to  Declare  His  Royal  Intentions  of  giving 
to  the  faidEarfs  only  Son,  George  Parker ,  for 
his  Life,  an  Office  of  Confiderable  Profit,  when 
a  proper  Opportunity  fliould  offer  ;  That  in  the 
Beginning  of  May,  in  the  Year  One  thoufand 
feven  hundred  arid  eighteen,  he,  the  faid  Earl, 
was,  by  His  Ma jelly’s  great  Grace  and  Favour, 
appointed  Lord  Chancellor  of  Great  Britain ,  and 
was  fworn  before  His  Majefty  in  Council  the  Four¬ 
teenth  Day  of  that  Month,  when  the  following 
Oath,  being  the  ufual  Oath  of  Lord  Chancellor, 
was  Adminiftred  to  him,  ( viz. ) 

YOU  Jhall Svoear ,  that  you  Jhall  well  and  truly 
ferve  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King ,  and  His 
People ,  in  the  Office  of  Chancellor  of  Great  Britain  ; 
and  you  Jhall  do  Right  to  all  manner  of  People , 
Poor  and  Rich ,  after  the  Laws  and  Ufages  of  this 
Realm ;  a?jd  truly  you  Jhall  Counfel  the  King ,  and 
his  Council  you  Jhall  lain  and  keep ;  and  you  Jhall 
not  know  nor  fuffer  the  Hurt  or  Dijheriting  of  the 
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King,  or  that  the  Rights  of  the  Crown  he  De¬ 
ere  a  fed  by  any  Means ,  as  far  forth  as  you  may 
lett ,  and  if  you  may  not  left  it,  you  Jhall  make 
it  clearly  and  exprefly  known  to  the  King,  with 
your  true  Advice  and  Counfel ;  and  that  you  Jhall 
do  and  pur  chafe  the  King's  Profit  in  all  that  you 
may  ;  All  which  you  Jhall  do  to  the  heft  of  your 
Skill  and  Knowledge , 

As  God  fliall  help  you. 

And  the  faid  Earl  at  the  fame  Time  took  the 
Oaths  of  Allegiance  and  Supremacy,  but  no  Oath 
of  Office  befides  that  above  let  forth ;  and  the  faid 
Earl  doth  admit,  That,  during  his  Continuance 
in  the  faid  Office  of  Lord  Chancellor,  he  did 
Enjoy  theUfual  Salary,  Fees,  and  Profits  belong¬ 
ing  to  fuch  Office,  which,  he  fays,  are  of  much 
lefs  annual  Value  than  they  are  generally  ( as  he 
believes )  efteemed  to  be ;  And  that  His  Majefiy 
was  pleafed  to  grant  him  the  Salary  or  Allowance 
of  Four  thoufand  Pounds  per  Annum,  in  the  Ar¬ 
ticles  mentioned,  during  fuch  Time  as  he  Ihould 
Continue  to  be  Lord  Chancellor ;  but  the  fame  is 
fo  far  from  being  Particular  in  the  Cafe  of  the 
faid  Earl  (as  the  faid  Articles  would  infinuate) 
that  it  is  no  other  than  what  hath  been  for  ma¬ 
ny  Years  paft  conltantly  granted  to,  and  enjoyed 
by  his  Predeceffors  in  the  faid  Office  ;  and  the 
faid  Earl  doth  likewife  admit,  That  His  Majefty 
did,  of  His  Royal  Grace  and  Bounty,  fign  a  War¬ 
rant  for  Payment  of  the  Sum  of  Fourteen  thoufand 
Pounds  mentioned  in  the  faid  Articles,  to  the  faid 
Earl,  out  of  the  Receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  where¬ 
of  Two  thoufand  Pounds  was  the  conftant  ufual 
Allowance  from  the  Crown  to  the  Lord  Chan¬ 
cellor  or  Lord  Keeper,  for  and  towards  the  Ex¬ 
pellees  in  entring  upon  the  faid  Office^  and  the 

K  Refidue 
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Refidue  of  the  faid  Fourteen  thoufand  Pounds, 
over  and  above  the  ufual  Fees  and  Deductions  up¬ 
on  Payment  thereof,  was  His  Majefty’s  Royal 
Munificence  to  the  faid  Earl,  and  the  fame  was 
received  by  him  accordingly  *  And  the  faid  Earl 
doth  likewife,  with  the  greateft  Gratitude,  own, 
that  about  the  fame  Time,  his  faid  Son  being  then 
of  a  proper  Age,  and  defir  ous  to  go  Abroad  to  Tra¬ 
vel,  His  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  grant  to  the  faid 
George  Parker  the  Yearly  Penfion  of  Twelve  hun¬ 
dred  Pounds,  payable  out  of  the  Receipt  of  the  Ex¬ 
chequer,  during  the  joynt  Lives  of  His  Majefty  and 
the  faid  George  Parker ,  determinable  upon  His  Ma¬ 
jefty ’s  granting  to  him,  the  faid  George  Parker ,  in 
Pofleffion  or  Reverfion,  the  Office  of  One  of  the 
Tellers  of  the  Exchequer,  for  Life,  and  his  coming 
into  the  aCtual  Pofleffion  thereof, and  which  the  faid 
Earl  likewife  admits  has  been  fince  granted  to  his 
faid  Son,  and  that  he  came  into  the  aCtual  Pofleflion 
thereof  in  or  about  July,  One  thoufand  feven  hun¬ 
dred  and  nineteen,  whereby  the  faid  Yearly  Pen¬ 
fion  is  determined  •  And  the  faid  Earl  faith.  That, 
during  his  continuance  in  the  faid  Office  of  Lord 
Chancellor,  or  at  any  other  Time,  he  never  Once  had 
aDefign,  or  View,  or  With  to  raife  to  himfelf  any 
Exorbitant  Gain  or  Profit,  much  lefs  ufed  or  ever 
thought  of  ufmg  any  Unjuft  or  Oppreffive  Me¬ 
thods  to  Extort  or  Obtain  any  Sum  wdiatfoever, 
as  in  the  faid  Articles  is  fuggefted,  but  fuch 
Views  and  Practices  are  inconfiftent  with  the 
whole  Tenor  of  his  Life  and  ACtions ;  And  in 
cafe  it  fhall  be  thought  proper  for  the  faid  Earl 
to  lay  before  your  Lordffiips  an  Account  of  his 
Eftate  and  Fortune,  and  of  the  confiderable  Sums 
of  Money  he  has  diftributed  for  the  Relief  and 
Support  of  others,  it  will  appear  that  he  is  not 
fuch  a  Defigning,  Avaritious,  and  Oppreffive  Man, 
6  as 
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as  in  the  faid  Articles  he  is  reprefented  ;  And  the 
laid  Earl  humbly  hopes,  that  he  fliall  be  allowed, 
in  this  his  Anfwer,  to  diftinguifh  between  Ads 
themfelves,  and  the  Inferences  drawn  from  them 
by  the  faid  Articles,  and  that  whenever  he  Ad¬ 
mits  any  Fa  fit,  he  may  not  be  underftood  to  ad¬ 
mit  that  fuch  Fad:  was  by  him  done  or  commit¬ 
ted  upon  fuch  Motives,  and  with  fuch  Defigns, 
or  in  fuch  Manner,  as  is  fuggefted  in  the  faid  Ar¬ 
ticles,  And  with  this  Reservation  he  anfwereth, 
as  followeth  :  By  way  of  General  Anfwer  to 
fuch  of  the  faid  Articles,  as  relate  to  the  making 
any  Prefent  by  Perfons  admitted  to  the  Office  of 
Matters  in  Chancery  *  The  faid  Earl  doth  fay. 
That  the  fame  has  been  long  ufed  and  pradifed 
in  the  Time  of  his  Predeceffors,  in  the  faid  Office, 
and  that  fuch  Prefents  have  been  reckoned  amongft 
the  ancient  and  known  Perquifites  of  the  Great 
Seal,  and  the  making  and  accepting  thereof  has 
been  Notorious  to  all  the  World,  and  never  be¬ 
fore  looked  upon  to  be  Criminal  or  Complained 
of  as  fuch  •  And  the  faid  Earl  humbly  hopes,  that 
the  giving  or  receiving  of  a  Prefent  on  fuch  Oc- 
cafion  is  not  Criminal  in  its  felf,  or  by  the 
Common  Law  of  this  Realm,  and  that  there  is 
not  any  Ad  of  Parliament  whatfoever,  by  which 
the  fame  is  made  Criminal,  or  fubjed  to  any  Pu- 
nifhment  or  Judgment,  which  can  be  prayed  in 
this  Profecution ;  And  the  faid  Earl  thinks  himfelf 
Obliged  humbly  to  lay  this  before  your  Lordffiips, 
not  only  in  his  own  Defence,  but  in  Vindication 
of  the  Honour  of  fo  many  Great  and  Excellent  Men, 
who  have  been  his  Predeceffors  in  the  faid  Office, 
and  have  all  along  done  the  fame,  for  which  the 
faid  Earl  is  now  Complained  of,  and  of  others 
having  been  Lords  Chief  Juftices  of  the  King’s 
Bench  and  Common  Pleas,  Matters  of  the  Rolls, 
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and  other  Judges,  who  have  likewife  received 
Prefents  in  Money,  upon  the  Admiffion  of  the 
feveral  and  refpedtive  Officers  under  them,  in 
feveral  Courts  of  Juftice,  and  who,  the  faid  Earl 
is  a  (lured,  never  apprehended  themfelves  to  be 
Guilty  of  any  Crime  againft  any  the  Good  and 
Wholfome  Laws  or  Statutes  of  this  Realm. 

To  the  Firft,  Second,  Third,  Fourth,  Fifth, 
Sixth,  and  Seventh  Articles,  The  faid  Earl  further 
faith,  That  long  before  the  Twenty  fourth  of 
July,  One  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  twenty 
one.  He  did  Admit  and  Swear  Richard  Godfrey y 
James  Lighthoun ,  John  Borrett ,  and  Edward  Con¬ 
way ,  Efquires,  into  the  Offices  of  Mailers  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  and  every  One  of  them  did 
Freely  and  Voluntarily,  and  of  their  Own  Accord, 
as  former  Mailers  had  done  to  the  Predeceffors 
of  the  faid  Earl,  fend  to  the  faid  Earl  a  Prefent 
upon  Occafion  of  the  refpedtive  Admittances, 
which  the  faid  Earl  accepted,  and  that  after  the  faid 
Twenty  fourth  of  July ,  One  thoufand  feven  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty  one,  he  did  Admit  and  Swear 
William  Kynafion ,  Thomas  Bennet ,  and  Francis  Elde 
into  the  Offices  of  Mailers  of  the  Court  of  Chan¬ 
cery,  and  faith,  That  every  of  the  faid  Perfons 
laft  Named  did  Freely  and  Voluntarily,  and  of 
their  Own  Accord,  in  like  Manner,  fend  a  Prefent 
to  the  faid  Earl  upon  Occafion  of  their  refpe- 
dlive  Admittances,  but  faith.  That  it  being  pre¬ 
tended  by  the  faid  Kynafion  and  Rennet,  that  they 
were  by  fuch  Prefents  difabled  from  Anfwering 
fo  much  of  the  Money  due  from  them  to  the 
Suitors  of  the  Court,  he  the  faid  Earl  did  after¬ 
wards,  and  before  the  Impeachment,  deliver  the 
Prefent  fo  fent  him  by  the  faid  William  Kynafion, 
being  Fifteen  hundred  feventy  five  Pounds  •  and 
3  alfo 
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alfo  the  Prefent  fo  Pent  him  by  the  Paid  Thoma! 
Bennet ,  being  the  like  Sum  of  Fifteen  hundred 
feventy  live  Pounds,  into  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
in  open  Court,  to  be  applied  for  the  Benefit  of 
the  Suitors,  as  the  Court  Ihould  Diredt,  and  that 
the  Paid  Earl  retained  of  the  Prefent,  fo  Pent 
him  by  the  Paid  Francis  Fide ,  no  more  than  the 
Sum  of  One  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fifty 
Pounds. 

VIII.  To  the  Eighth  Article  the  Paid  Earl  fur¬ 
ther  faith,  That  in  July  laft  the  Office  of  One  of 
the  Mailers  of  the  Paid  Court  became  Vacant  by  the 
Death  of  Join  Borrett ,  Efq;  who  died  Inteftate, 
but  whether  Solvent  or  not,  he  cannot  fay,  but 
upon  Notice  of  his  Death,  the  Paid  Earl  did  at 
Firll  defire  Richard  Godfrey ,  Efq;  One  of  the 
Mailers  of  the  Paid  Court,  who  had  been  very 
well  acquainted  with  the  Paid  Mr.  Borrett ,  and 
his  Affairs,  and  afterwards  the  Paid  Mr.  Godfrey 
and  John  Bennet ,  Efquire,  another  of  the  Ma¬ 
ilers  of  the  Paid  Court,  to  Inquire  into  his  Ef- 
fedls,  and  to  take  what  Care  they  could  about 
the  fame,  who,  after  lome  Inquiry,  Informed  the 
Paid  Earl,  that  they  believed  there  would  be  no 
Deficiency,  and  Secured  a  Confiderable  Part  of 
the  Effects  of  the  Paid  Mr.  Borrett ,  and  Entred 
a  Proper  Caveat  in  the  Prerogative  Court,  to  pre¬ 
vent  Admi nil! ration  being  granted  to  any  Perfons 
who  might  Imbezle  the  Paid  Borretfs  Ellate  ,*  and 
afterwards,  at  the  Requell  of  the  Paid  Earl,  pro¬ 
ceeded  Po  far,  as  to  Obtain  a  Sentence  in  the  Paid 
Prerogative  Court,  for  Adminifiration  to  be  grant¬ 
ed,  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Suitors  of  the  Court, 
to  them,  the  Paid  Mr.  Bennet  and  Mr.  God¬ 
frey,  which  was  afterwards  upon  their  Waving 
thereof,  Granted  to  Mr.  Paxton ,  as  the  Paid  Earl 

T.  believes, 
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believes,  but  the  faid  Earl  thought  it  proper  and 
heceffary  to  Admit  another  Matter  in  his  Place, 
to  Carry  on  the  Bufinefs  of  the  Court,  and  to  be 
Intitled  to  Demand  the  Effects  of  the  Suitors 
from  the  Reprefentative  of  the  faid  Mr.  Barrett, 
when  One  fhould  be  appointed  •  and  therefore,  a- 
bout  the  Fifth  Day  of  Auguft  laft,  did  Admit  and 
Swear  Mark  Tburfton ,  Efq;  into  the  faid  Office, 
Vacant  by  the  Death  of  the  faid  Borrett ,  and  the 
faid  Earl  Admits  the  faid  Mark  Tburfton  did 
upon  that  Occafion  Freely  and  Voluntarily,  and 
of  his  own  Accord,  fend  a  Prefent,  whereof  Two 
thoufand  Pounds  and  no  more  were  Retained. 

IX.  In  Anlwer  to  the  Ninth  Article  the  faid 
Earl  faith.  That  he  believes  Thomas  Bennet ,  Efq; 
in  this  Article  named,  was  Poffefled  of  the  Office 
of  Clerk  of  the  Cultodies,  in  the  Article  defcribed, 
and  that  fuch  Office  is  in  the  Gift  and  Difpofal 
of  the  Crown,  by  Grant  under  the  Great  Seal, 
but  denies  that  he  did  at  any  time  Infitt  upon  the 
Sum  of  One  hundred  and  five  Pounds,  or  any 
other  Sum  of  Money,  to  permit  or  accept  of  the 
Refignation  of  the  faid  Thomas  Bennet ,  or  did  re- 
fufe  to  permit  or  accept  thereof,  until  the  faid 
Thomas  Bennet  had  agreed  to  pay  the  fame,  or 
any  other  Sum  on  that  Account ;  But  faith.  That 
although  the  laid  Office  be  ufually  granted  by  the 
Crown,  yet  it  has  always  been  looked  upon  to 
be  the  Right  of  the  Lord  Chancellors,  or  Lord 
Keepers,  to  Recommend  to  that,  and  other  Offices 
under  the  Great  Seal,  and  to  Approve  and  Allow 
of  the  Deputies  to  Execute  the  fame  ;  and,  upon 
fuch  Recommendations  and  Approving  of  Depu¬ 
ties,  have  accepted  Prefents,  and  looked  upon 
the  fame  as  their  Right ;  and  further  faith,  That 
there  have  been  Two  of  fuch  Offices  granted  in 

2  his 
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his  Time,  One  of  which  appearing  to  him  to  be 
a  Cafe  wherein  the  Party  had  buffered  great  Hard- 
fhip,  the  faid  Earl  patted  the  fame  without  any 
Prefent  whatfoever,  though  the  Office  be  of  Con- 
fiderable  Value  *  the  other  was  the  Cafe  of  Mr.  Ha - 
vierjley ,  in  the  Articles  mentioned,  in  which  the 
faid  Earl  owns  he  did  Accept  a  Prefent. 

*  «  .  U  ft  ft  ■ 

X.  In  Anfwer  to  the  Tenth  Article  the  faid 
Earl  faith.  The  fame  is  conceived  in  fuch  General 
Terms,  that  it  is  not  to  be  expe&ed  he  ffiould 
give  any  Particular  Anfwer  thereto;  However, 
he  faith.  That,  during  the  whole  Time  of  his 
being  Lord  Chancellor,  he  never  Once  took  any 
Money,  Prefent,  or  Gratuity  whatfoever,  for  or 
upon  Account  of  the  Naming,  Making,  or  Ad¬ 
mitting  any  Officer  whatfoever,  other  than  be¬ 
fore  particularly  named.  Except  in  the  Curfitor  s 
Office,  where  he  owns  he  has  done,  as  was  done 
by  all  his  Predeceffors  before  him. 

XI.  In  Anfwer  to  the  Eleventh  Article  the  faid 
Earl  faith.  That  the  fame  not  containing  any 
Particular  Charge,  he  apprehends  himfelf  not 
obliged  to  give  any  Particular  Anfwer  thereto ; 
but  however,  in  General,  does  fay,  That  he  never 
did  Admit  any  Perfon  into  the  Office  of  a  Matter 
of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  but  who  w'as  either 
known  to  be  of  Subftance  and  Ability,  and  fit  to 
be  Trufted  in  fuch  Office,  or,  upon  a  proper  In¬ 
quiry,  very  well  recommended  to  him  as  fuch ; 
and,  whenever  there  have  been  feveral  Candidates, 
the  faid  Earl  has  Conftantly  given  the  Preference 
to  him  that  he  thought  would  beft  Difcharge  the 
Office,  and  mofi  for  the  Honour  of  the  Court, 
and  the  Advantage  of  the  Suitors  ;  and  believes 
that  he  may,  upon  fome  Occafions,  have  declared, 
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that  he  thought  the  then  Body  of  Mafters  as  Good, 
with  refpedt  both  to  their  Eitates,  and  Ability 
for  Difcharge  of  the  Office,  and  their  Integrity, 
as  had  been  at  anv  time  before,  or  to  that  Eftedl, 
and  what  he  did  fay  to  that  Purpofe,  lie  thought 
to  be  really  true. 

XII.  To  the  Twelfth  Article  the  laid  Earl  faith, 
That  if  there  was  any  fuch  Pradtice  as  is  mention¬ 
ed  in  the  Article,  of  paying  for  the  Places  of  the 
Mafters  out  of  the  Money  and  Eftedts  belonging 
to  the  Suitors  of  the  Court,  he  was  totally  igno¬ 
rant  of  it  ’  but  admits,  that  he  did  not,  nor  did 
any  of  his  Predecelfors,  that  ever  he  heard  or  be¬ 
lieves,  give  any  particular  Dirediions  for  Sche¬ 
dules  to  be  made  of  the  Money  and  Eftedts  of  the 
Suitors  of  the  Court  to  be  delivered  over  to  the 
fucceeding  Mafters,  but  believes,  that  in  Virtue  of 
the  General  Order  of  Transfer  made  of  courfe 
upon  every  Admittance, fuch  Schedules  were  made 
between  the  New  Mafters  and  their  Predecelfors, 
or  the  Reprefentatives  of  their  Predecelfors  ;  and 
if  the  ill  Confequences,  in  the  Articles  alledged, 
had  followed  from  fuch  Practice,  or  the  not  or¬ 
dering  fuch  Schedule,  which  he  does  not  Admit, 
he  Infills  that  the  fame  could  not  render  him 
Criminal. 

.  -  ^  *  %  '  * 

XIII.  In  Anfwer  to  the  Thirteenth  Article  the  faid 
Earl  faith.  That  after  Chrijhnas^  in  the  Year  One 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  twenty,  he  was  In¬ 
formed,  That  the  faid  Fleetwood  Dormer  had 
withdrawn  himfelf  to  Holland^  where  he  then  was, 
and  thereupon  the  faid  Earl  ufed  all  the  proper- 
eft  Methods  he  could  for  Securing  his  Eftedts,  and 
particularly  directed  Mr.  Hi  c  cocks  and  Mr  .Rogers, 
the  then  two  Senior  Mafters  of  the  Court,  to  make 
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an  Enquiry  into  his  Affairs  and  Accounts,  and  td 
confider  what  would  be  moll  proper  to  be  done  ; 
And  the  faid  Earl  believes,  that  the  faid  Twd 
Mailers,  ill  Purfuance  of  the  Directions  from  the 
faid  Earl,  did  fearch  the  Chambers  of  the  faid 
Fleetwood  Dormer ,  in  Lincolns  Inn ,  to  fee  what 
Books,  Accounts,  or  Effects  could  there  be  met 
with,  but  found  no  Account  whatfoever,  nor 
any  Effects  of  Value,  and  did  put  a  Stop  to  the 
transferring  of  the  Stock,  then  in  the  Name  of  the 
faid  Fleetwood  Dormer ,  in  any  of  the  Publick  Com¬ 
panies  ;  And  the  laid  Fleetwood  Dormer's  Perfon 
being  thus  out  of  Reach,  and  his  Accounts  and 
Effects  wholly  unknown,  except  the  Stock,  which 
could  not  be  difpofed  of  without  his  Concur¬ 
rence,  a  Propofal  was  fome  time  after  made  to 
the  faid  Earl,  That  the  faid  Fleetwood  Dormer 
might  have  a  Promife  of  his  Liberty  from  the 
faid  Earl,  and  upon  that  Condition  he  would 
come  over,  and  afiign  all  his  Effects,  and  aflift  in 
getting  them  in,  and  fettling  and  adjulling  bis 
Accounts  *  And  the  faid  Earl,  feeing  no  other 
way  open  to  get  any  thing  for  the  Suitors,  and 
being  made  to  believe,  that  if  any  Deficiency 
fhould  happen,  the  fame  would  be  made  up  by 
the  other  Mailers,  did  agree.  That  in  cafe  the  faid 
Fleetwood  Dormer  would  come  over,  and  make 
a  full  Difcovery  of  all  his  Effects,  and  affign  the 
fame  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Suitors,  he  the  faid 
Earl  would  allow  him  his  Liberty  on  that  Con¬ 
dition,  and  not  other wife  •  and  the  faid  Earl  was 
foon  after  Informed,  That  the  faid  Fleetwood 
Dormer  fubmitted  to  thofe  Terms,  and  would 
very  foon  come  over,  and  difcover  and  deliver  up 
his  Effects;  And  the  faid  Earl  did  not  doubt,  but 
the  whole  Debt  upon  the  faid  Fleetwood  Dormer 
would  be  paid.  And  the  faid  Earl  faith,  That  he 
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does  sot  remember  that  any  Application  was  ever 
made  to  him,  by  the  faid  Mailers  of  the  laid 
Court,  for  any  Afliftance  of  the  Court,  touching 
the  Perfon  or  Effects  of  the  faid  Fleetwood  Dor - 
mer^  but  what  he  granted,  fo  far  as  he  thought  it 
tended  to  the  Benefit  of  the  Suitors,  and  believes 
that  no  Application  was  ever  made  to  him  by  the 
Suitors,  or  any  of  them,  or  any  other,  to  fecure 
the  Perfon  of  the  faid  Fleetwood  Dormer ,  or  for 
Compelling  him  to  make  Satisfaction  to  the 
Suitors  •  And  the  faid  Earl  faith.  That  he  never 
endeavoured  to  Conceal  the  true  State  and  Con¬ 
dition  of  the  faid  Office  from  the  Suitors  of  the 
Court,  nor  did  any  of  them  apply,  till  very  late¬ 
ly,  to  the  faid  Earl  to  look  into  the  fame ;  And 
further  faith.  That  he  remembers  nothing  of  his 
ever  Ufing  any  fuch  Expreffion,  as  is  charged  in  the 
faid  Article,  at  any  Time  before  or  after  he  knew 
that  the  faid  Fleetwood  Dormer  Abfconded. 

XIV.  To  the  Fourteenth  Article  the  Earl 
faith.  That  Henry  Edwards ,  Efq;  in  this  Article 
mentioned,  fucceeded  to  the  Office  of  Mr.  Z)or- 
vier  about  the  Eighteenth  Day  of  May,  One  thou- 
fand  (even  hundred  and  twenty  one  *  but,  by  Rea- 
lon  of  the  Diforder  the  faid  Office  was  then  un¬ 
der,  and  the  great  Danger  of  a  Lofs  therein,  the 
Earl  had  given  up  and  quitted  all  the  Advantage 
which  might  Accrue  to  him  upon  the  Difpofal 
thereof,  and  left  it  entirely  to  the  other  Mailers 
to  raife  what  Monev  they  could  thereby,  which 
was  agreed  to  be  all  applied  towards  making 
Good  any  Deficiency  or  Lofs,  which  might  hap¬ 
pen  to  the  Suitors  of  the  Court  Concerned  in  that 
Office  •  and  thereupon  the  Sum  of  Five  thoufand 
Pounds  was  raifed,  by  the  Difpofal  of  the  faid 
Office  to  Mr.  Edwards ,  and  was  applied  accord- 
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ingly  ;  And  the  faid  Earl  believes  the  Debt  from 
William  Wilfon,  in  this  Article  mentioned,  was 
affigned  by  the  faid  Mr.  Dormer  to  the  faid 
Mr.  Edwards  in  Truft,  and  to  the  Intent,  that  he 
fhould  Pay,  Apply,  and  Difpofe  of  the  faid  Debt, 
or  fuch  Part  thereof,  as  fhould,  from  Time  to 
Time,  be  by  him  got  in,  and  received  of  and 
from  the  faid  William  Wilfon ,  in  fuch  manner  as 
the  Court  Ihould  Order  and  Diredt,  or  to  that 
Effedt  *  after  which  faid  Alignment  fo  made,  the 
Earl  believes  that  the  faid  Mr.  Edwards  ufed  great 
Endeavours  to  obtain  Payment  and  Satisfaction 
of  the  faid  Debt  from  Mr.  Wilfon  •  but  finding 
all  his  Endeavours  fruitlefs,  and  that  the  faid 
Wilfon  had  long  before  ftopt  Payment,  and  was 
in  no  Condition  of  Paying  his  Creditors  the 
Whole  of  their  Debts,  but  that  he  was  willing, 
and  had  offered  to  come  to  a  Compofition,  and 
to  pay  them  in  Proportion  the  Utmoft  he  was 
able  ;  The  faid  Mr.  Edwards  thereupon,  about 
the  Thirtieth  Day  of  June,  in  the  Year  of  our 
Lord,  One  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  twenty 
two,  preferred  his  Petition  to  the  faid  Earl,  as 
Lord  Chancellor,  fetting  forth  in  Subftance  the 
State  of  the  Cafe,  as  before  mentioned,  and  Pray¬ 
ing  that  it  might  be  referred  to  One  of  the  Ma¬ 
ilers  of  the  Court,  to  fee  if  fuch  Compofition, 
fo  propofed  by  the  faid  William  Wilfon ,  were  for 
the  Benefit  of  the  Perfons  Intitled  to  receive  the 
fame ;  and  the  fame  was  accordingly,  by  Order 
of  the  faid  Earl,  referred  to  Mr.  Hie  cocks,  the 
then  Senior  Mafter  of  the  Court,  to  Enquire  into, 
and  make  his  Report  therein ;  And  about  the  Six 
and  twentieth  Day  of  July ,  then  next  following, 
the  faid  Mr.  Hiccocks  made  his  Report,  that  the 
faid  William  Wilfon  had,  under  his  Hand  in  Writ¬ 
ing,  propofed  to  Affign  over  to  the  faid  Mr.  Ed¬ 
wards, 
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tvarJs,  as  a  Compofition  for,  and  in  Full  Dif- 
charge  of  the  Sum  of  Twentv  four  thoufand  for¬ 
ty  fix:  Pounds,  and  four  Shillings,  therein  men¬ 
tioned  to  he  due  and  owing  from  him  to  the 
faid  Mr.  Edwards,  as  Aflignee  of  the  fiid  Mr.  Dor¬ 
mer,  the  Sum  of  Ten  thoufand  Pounds,  Part  of 
a  large  Sum  due  to  the  faid  William  Wilfon,  from 
Edward  Poult er  of  Hackney,  Gentleman,  in  this 
Article  mentioned,  and  to  pay  the  faid  Mr.  Ed¬ 
wards  in  Specie,  the  Sum  of  One  thoufand  four 
hundred  fixty  three  Pounds,  two  Shillings,  and 
one  Penny,  over  and  above  the  Sum  of  Five 
hundred  and  fixty  Pounds,  then  already  paid 
to  the  faid  Mr.  Dormer ,  in  Part  of  the  faid 
Compofition;  and  that  upon  Confideration  had 
of  the  Circum fiances  of  the  faid  William  Wilfon, 
and  the  faid  feveral  Matters,  he  was  of  Opinion, 
that  the  accepting  the  faid  Compofition  would 
be  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Perfon  or  Perfons  In- 
titled  to  receive  the  fame  ;  Upon  which  faid  Re¬ 
port  the  faid  Mr.  Edwards ,  about  the  Third  of 
dugujl  then  next,  preferred  another  Petition  to 
the  faid  Earl,  with  the  faid  Report  annexed,  and 
thereby  exprefly  Prayed  the  faid  Earl  to  Order 
him,  the  faid  Mr.  Edwards ,  to  accept  of  the  faid 
Compofition,  whereupon  the  faid  Earl,  in  a  pro¬ 
per  and  ufual  Manner,  Ordered  the  fame  as  Pray¬ 
ed  ;  And  the  faid  Earl  faith,  that  be  was  Inform¬ 
ed,  and  believes,  that  the  faid  Compofition  was 
Made  and  Agreed  to  upon  a  Confultation  of 
all  or  moft  of  the  Mafters  of  the  faid  Court,  who 
the  faid  Earl  did  believe  would  Ufe  their  beft 
Endeavours  to  get  as  much  as  they  could;  And 
the  fiid  Earl  faith,  he  hath  heard,  and  believes 
it  to  be  true,  that  befides  the  One  thoufand  four 
■hundred  fixty  three  Pounds,  Two  Shillings,  and 
One  Peny  then  paid  down,  there  hath  been  fince 
B  got 
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got  in  by  Mr.  Edwards,  on  Account  of  the 
faid  Debt  from  Edward  Poult er,  the  Sum  of  One 
thoufand  Pounds  or  thereabouts ;  and  that  at  the 
time  of  the  faid  Affignment,  the  faid  Debt,  Claim¬ 
ed  by  Wtlfon  from  Poulter,  was  a  juft  Debt,  and 
Judgment  at  Law  has  been  fince  obtained  for 
Eighteen  thoufand  Pounds,  Part  thereof,  and  the 
faid  Poulter  was  looked  upon  to  be  a  Subftantial 
Perfon,  though,  to  avoid  Payment  of  the  faid 
Wtlfon  s  Debt,  which  arofe  on  account  of  theit 
Dealings  in  South  Sea  Stock,  and  Subfcriptioiis  in 
the  Year,  One  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  twenty, 
the  faid  Poulter  not  only  brought  his  Bill  in 
Chancery,  but,  after  the  fame  was  Difmiffed,  and 
that  he  was  taken  in  Execution  at  Wtlfon  s  Suit  at 
Common  Law,  he  found  Means  to  make  his  ED 
cape  out  of  the  Cuftody  of  the  Marfhal  of  the 
Court  of  King’s  Bench,  and  to  get  over  to  France 
or  Holland ,  where  he  ftill  Continues,  as  the  Earl 
is  Informed ;  but  he  is  likewife  Informed,  that, 
after  the  faid  Efcape,  a  Commiflion  of  Bankrupt¬ 
cy  was  taken  out  againft  him  by  the  faid  Wtlfon , 
upon  which  fome  Effedts  were  recovered,  and 
likewife  an  Adtion  at  Law  brought,  and  a  Ver- 
didh  and  Judgment  for  Eighteen  thoufand  Pounds 
and  upwards  obtained  by  the  faid  William  Wtlfon 
aginft  the  Marfhal,  on  Account  of  the  faid  ED 
cape,*  and  faith,  he  hath  likewife  been  Informed, 
That  the  faid  Edward  Poulter  and  the  Marfhal 
have  each  of  them  offered  Confiderable  Sums  of 
Money  by  way  of  Compofition  for  the  faid  Debt, 
but  the  faid  Wilfon ,  from  a  Perfwafion  of  the  A- 
bilities  of  the  faid  Edward  Poulter  to  pay  the 
Whole,  did  at  firft  refufe  any  Compofition  with 
the  faid  Poulter ,  and  fince  hath  been  afraid  to 
make  any  Compofition,  either  with  Poulter  or  the 
Marfhal  j  and  what  may  be  the  Confequence  there- 
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of  with  regard  to  the  Suitors  of  the  Court,  or 
what  further  Sums  of  Money  may  be  recovered 
npon  Account  of  the  faid  Debt,  towards  making 
them  Satisfaction,  the  Earl  faith,  he  cannot  with 
any  Certainty  take  upon  him  to  Anfwer. 

XV.  To  the  Fifteenth  Article  the  Earl  faith, 
That  about  the  Month  of  February ,  in  the  Year 
of  our  Lord,  One  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
twenty,  he  gave  Orders  to  his  Secretary  to  write 
to  the  feveral  Mailers  of  the  Court  of  Chan¬ 
cery,  to  bring  in  their  Accounts  of  the  Calh, 
Effects,  and  Securities  in  their  Hands,  belonging 
to  the  Suitors  of  the  Court,  and  believes  he  did 
fo,  but  denies  that  the  fame  was  done  with  anv 
Unjuft  Purpofe,  or  with  any  Thought  to  terrifie 
the  faid  Mailers  to  make  any  Contribution,  to¬ 
wards  Satisfying  the  Demands  upon  the  faid  Of¬ 
fice  of  Fleetwood  Dormer ,  but  believes,  what  they 
did  contribute,  they  paid  Freely  and  Voluntarily, 
and  out  of  their  own  Money,  and  therein,  as  the 
faid  Earl  believes,  did  no  more  than  follow  a 
Precedent  of  the  like  Nature,  on  the  Failure  of 
Dr.  Edisbury,  formerly  a  Mailer  of  the  faid  Court; 
And  the  faid  Earl  faith,  That  his  real  and  whole 
Intention  in  Calling  for  the  faid  Accounts,  was 
to  Inform  himfelf,  in  the  bell  Manner  he  was 
able,  of  the  State  and  Condition  of  the  feveral 
Offices,  and  thereby  to  be  the  better  able  to  make 
proper  Regulations  concerning  the  fame ;  and 
therefore^  though  the  faid  Article  feems  to  Infi- 
nuate,  as  if  the  Calling  for  the  laid  Accounts  was 
dropped,  as  foon  as  the  Mailers  were  prevailed  on 
to  Contribute,  the  faid  Earl  faith.  That  after¬ 
wards,  and  without  any  Regard  thereto,  he  Hill 
Continued  to  Call  for  the  faid  Mailers  Accounts, 
and  not  finding  them  brought  in,  as  he  expected, 
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he  did,  about  the  Beginning  of  'November  fol¬ 
lowing,  caufe  another  Letter  to  be  fent  to  them, 
requiring  them  to  bring  in  their  Accounts ;  and, 
by  both  the  Letters  fent  to  them  on  that  Occa- 
fion,  he  directed  the  particular  Method  in  which 
he  would  have  their  Accounts  made  up  *  but  the 
faid  Earl,  being  afterwards  convinced  how  Diffi¬ 
cult  and  Tedious  a  Work  it  would  be,  and  what 
Obftrudtion  it  would  give  to  the  Bufmefs  of  the 
Court,  and  that  at  laft  it  could  not  be  de¬ 
pended  upon  with  any  Certainty,  was  forced  to 
lay  afide  that  Defign,  and  to  content  himfelf 
with  going  on  in  the  fame  Road  which  his  Pre- 
deceffors  had  done  •  and  humbly  begs  leave  to' 
Obferve,  That  what  has  been  lately  done,  with 
refpedt  to  the  Accounts  of  the  faid  Mailers,  plain¬ 
ly  fhews  the  Infuperable  Difficulties  of  fuch  ad 
Undertaking. 

XVI.  To  the  Sixteenth  Article  the  Earl  faith. 
That  he  believes  that,  on  or  about  the  Seventeenth 
of  March,  One  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
twenty  three,  fuch  Order  was  made,  as  in  the 
faid  Article  is  mentioned,  for  Henry  Edwards,  Efq; 
to  pay  Elizabeth  Chitty  One  thoufand  Pounds, 
Part  of  the  Money  formerly  brought  before 
Mr.  Dormer ,  but  does  not  remember  that  the  faid 
Henry  Edwards  made  any  Complaint  thereof  to 
the  faid  Earl,  but  believes  Mr.  Edwards ,  not  hav¬ 
ing  then  Sufficient  Effects  of  Mr.  Dormers  in 
his  Hands,  refufed  Payment  thereof;  and  that  in 
July  following  Mr.Lochman,  in  the  Articles  named, 
applied  himfelf  to  the  faid  Earl  feveral  times,  and 
in  a  very  earnelt  Manner,  to  help  the  faid  Mrs.  Chit¬ 
ty  to  the  faid  One  thoufand  Pounds,  alledging 
that  he  the  faid  Mr.  Lochman  was  to  marry  her, 
and  that  he  had  made  a  Compofition  with  his 
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Creditors,  upon  which  One  thoufand  Pounds 
was  to  be  paid  in  a  very  lhort  Time,  which  he 
then  mentioned ;  and  that  he  the  faid  Mr.  Lock- 
man  was  to  have  the  faid  One  thoufand  Pounds 
for  that  Purpofe,  and  that,  if  he  had  it  not  by  the 
Time,  the  Competition  would  be  Yoid,  and  he 
Ihould  be  utterly  Ruined ;  And  at  length  the  faid 
Earl,  being  greatly  moved  by  the  prefling  Importuni¬ 
ties  of  the  faid  Mr.  Locbman ,  and  by  Compaf- 
fion  for  the  very  great  Diftrefs  in  which  he  then 
appeared  to  be,  did  promife  to  fupply  him  with 
the  faid  One  thoufand  Pounds  out  of  his  Own 
Pocket,  and  accordingly  diredled  Mr.  Cxsttmgbam , 
then  his  Secretary,  to  pay  it,  taking  from  the 
faid  Mrs .  Chitty  an  Aflignment  of  the  Benefit  of 
the  faid  Order,  and  believes  the  fame  was  done 
accordingly  j  and  that,  upon  Mr.  Lochmaris  Pref- 
fing  for  a  further  Sum  for  the  faid  Mrs.  CJ/itty , 
for  her  own  Ufe,  the  faid  Earl  might  tell  him, 
that  the  faid  One  thoufand  Pounds  was  all  that 
he  mufi  Expedt  from  the  faid  Earl  •  and  the  faid 
Earl  does  not  believe  that  he  had  any  Difcourfe 
with  the  faid  Mafters  to  perfwade  them  to  pay 
the  faid  One  thoufand  Pounds  to  Mr.  Lochman. 

And  as  to  the  laft  Branch  of  the  faid  Article  the 
faid  Earl  faith, That  the  Fadl  was, that  one  Jackman, 
having  in  the  Caufe  in  the  Article  mentioned  been 
Confirmed  the  beft  Purchafor  of  part  of  the  Eftate 
of  T.  Harper  at  the  Price  of  Two  hundred  and 
fixty  Pounds,  fo  long  ago  as  the  Nineteenth  of 
December ,  One  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fe- 
venteen,  and  it  being  at  the  fame  time  Ordered, 
That  the  Writings  belonging  to  fuch  Eftate 
Ihould  be  delivered  to  his  Councel,  and  that  the 
Tenants  Ihould  Attorn  to  him,  on  his  bringing 
his  Purchafe  Money  before  Mr.  Dormer ,  then  one 
of  the  Matters,  and  the  faid  Money  having  been 
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brought  before  the  faid  Mafterthe  Twenty  fourth 
Day  of  December,  One  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  feventeen,  and  the  Tenants,  having  Attorned 
to  Jackman ,  but  the  Conveyances  not  being  then 
executed,  though  long  before  approved,  a  Motion 
was  made  iii  the  Court  of  Chancery  before  the 
faid  Earl  on  the  Fifth  Day  of  December  laft,  that 
all  Parties  might  Execute  the  Conveyances,  and  the 
Two  hundred  and  fixtv  Pounds  be  paid  to  the 
Plaintiff!,  towards  Satisfaction  of  a  Demand  fixe 
had  out  of  the  Eftate  of  the  faid  Harper ,  and 
thofe  that  were  to  have  the  Refiduum  of  the  faid 
T,  Harper ’s  Eftate,  infilled,  that  they  were  al¬ 
ways  ready  to  Joyn  in  the  Conveyances,  if  the 
Purchafe  Money  were  applied  to  D  if  charge  the 
reft  of  the  Eftate,  that  they  were  Apprehenfive 
of  a  Deficiency  of  Mr.  Dormer  s  Eftate,  and  there¬ 
fore  neither  they  nor  the  Plaintiff  ought  to  be 
Sufferers  by  fuch  Deficiency,  the  Delay  having 
been  occafioned  by  the  Purchafer,  and  not  by 
the  Plaintiff,  and  therefore  fcrupled  Executing 
the  Deeds,  unlefs  upon  Payment  of  the  Money 
to  the  Plaintiff,  aiid  difcharging  the  reft  of  the 
Eftate  therefrom  ;  and  this  being  the  Fir  ft  Time 
that  any  Queftion  relating  to  Mr.  Dormer's  Defi¬ 
ciency  had  been  laid  before  the  Court,  bv  any  of 
the  Suitors,  the  faid  Earl  took  Notice  of  its  be¬ 
ing  fo,  and  believes  he  might  Exprefs  himfelf  to 
this  Effect,  That  he  had  indeed  heard  of  the  faid 
Dormer’s  Deficiency,  but  that  it  had  never  yet 
come  Judicially  before  him,  upon  Complaint  of 
any  of  the  Suitors  of  the  Court  ;  and  further 
Declared,  That  if  there  Ihould  be  any  Deficiency 
in  his  Office,  feveral  Circumftances  had  Concurred 
thereto,  as  Wilfon  the  Banker’s  flopping  Payment, 
greatly  Indebted  to  him,  Poult  er' s  going  away 
in  Wilfon  s  Debt  Eighteen  thoufand  Pounds,  and 
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upwards,  after  a  Verdict  and  Judgment  at  Law, 
and  Poult er  in  Actual  Execution  for  it ;  and  that, 
as  he  had  heard,  Wilfon  had  then  lately  brought 
an  Adtion  of  Efcape  againft  the  Marlhal,  and  re¬ 
covered  a  Verdidt  againft  him  for  the  like  Sum ; 
and  how  all  thefe  Matters  would  at  laftCome  out, 
the  faid  Earl  faid  he  did  not  know,  or  he  ex- 
preffed  himfelf  to  that  Effedl,  and  no  other  ;  and 
thereupon  Ordered,  that  it  fliould  be  referred  to 
Mr.  Edwards ,  to  examine  whether  the  faid  Two 
hundred  and  fixty  Pounds  was  Depofited  with 
Mr.  Dormer  for  the  Benefit  of  any  particular  Perfon, 
and  whom,  and  what  was  the  Occafion  of  the 
Delay,  that  the  faid  Conveyances  were  not  Executed, 
and  the  faid  Two  hundred  and  fixty  Pounds,  Pur- 
chafe  Money,  paid  out  before  the  Year,  One  thou- 
fand  feven  hundred  and  twenty  *  and  whether 
there  was  likely  to  be  a  Lofs  of  any  Money  De¬ 
pofited  with  the  faid  Mr.  Dormer ,  and  that  up¬ 
on  the  Mafters  Report  fuch  further  Order  fliould 
be  made,  as  fliould  be  juft  ;  and  the  faid  Earl 
hopes  the  faid  Order  was  very  proper  and  necef- 
fary,  and  takes  the  Liberty  of  Reprefenting  to 
your  Lordfhips,  That  this  was  after  the  Ac¬ 
counts  of  the  Mafters  had  been  laid  by  the  faid 
Earl  before  the  Lords  of  the  Council,  and 
had  been  for  fome  Time  under  the  Confiderati- 
on  of  the  Judges,  and  others  appointed  by  His 
Majefty  to  infpedt  the  fame. 

XVII.  To  the  Seventeenth  Article  the  Earl 
faith.  That  he  never  Endeavour’d  to  Conceal  the 
Deficiency  Occafioned  by  Mr.  Dormers  Failure, 
but  as  the  faid  Earl  was  under  a  full  Perfwafion, 
that  the  fame  would  all  in  due  Time  be  made 
Good,  and  as  Mr.  Dormer  s  Effects  were  coming 
in  by  Degrees,  and  no  Application  was  made  to 
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him  by  any  of  the  Perfons  Concerned,  to  put  a 
Stop  to,  or  any  Refiraint  upon  the  Payments,  he 
did  not  think  it  Incumbent  upon  him.  Ex  Officio , 
to  make  a  Declaration  of  an  Average.  And  the 
faid  Earl  faith.  That  he  does  iiot  know  that  any 
Order  was  made  by  him  for  Mr.  Edwards  to  pay 
any  Money  that  had  been  lodged  with  Mr.  Dor¬ 
mer,  except  the  Order  aforementioned,  in  the 
Cafe  of  Chitty ,  but  believes  feveral  Orders  have 
been  made  by  the  Court  for  that  Purpofe,  and 
that  the  faid  Mr.  Edwards ,  under  a  firm  Perfwa- 
fion  that  the  whole  Deficiency  would  be  made 
Good,  paid  out  the  whole  Sums  fo  Ordered,  fo 
far  as  the  Money  then  in  his  Hands  Would 
extend. 

XVIII.  To  the  Eighteenth  Article  the  faid  Earl 
faith.  He  never  knew  how  the  Matters  kept  or 
difpofed  of  the  Money  and  Effects  belonging  to 
the  Suitors  of  the  Court  *  and  as  he  believes,  that 
after  Dr.  Edisbury’s  Failure,  the  then  Lord  Chan¬ 
cellor,  fo  he  knows  that  after  Mr.  Dormers  Mis¬ 
fortune,  the  faid  Earl  thought  of  feveral  Methods 
to  prevent  any  Inconvenience  upon  the  like  Ac¬ 
cident  for  the  Future,*  but  they  had  both  the 
fame  Misfortune,  not  to  bring  any  of  them 
to  fuch  Perfection,  as  to  venture  to  put  them  in 
Pradfcice. 

That  Several  Propofals  were  made  to  him  by  the 
Perfons  he  Confulted  upon  that  Occafion,  but 
none  that  he  believes,  it  will  be  held  Criminal 
not  to  have  then  Eftabliflied  *  fome  things  were 
propofed  that  he  thought  Impracticable,  fome  In- 
fufficient,  fome  Inconfiftent  with  that  Compleat 
Regulation  he  hoped  to  make,  the  Objedts  he  pro¬ 
pofed  to  himfelf,  were  to  Provide  for  whatever 
Deficiency  might  happen  in  the  Office  late  of 
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Mr.  Dormer,  to  Secure  the  Suitors  from  any  fu¬ 
ture  Lofs,  and  to  make  feveral  Regulations  relat¬ 
ing  to  the  Offices  of  the  Mailers,  and  he  thought 
thefe  would  be  bell  done  together,  nor  had  he 
perfected  the  Scheme  of  any  One  of  them  to  his 
own  Satisfaction;  he  Remembers  no  Propofal,  that 
he  thought  would  take  it  totally  out  of  the  Pow¬ 
er  of  the  Mailers,  to  difpole  of  the  Securities  or 
EffeCts,  or  effectually  Secure  the  C'affi.  The  faid 
Earl  Admits,  that  he  did  not  Demand  any  Secu¬ 
rity  to  be  given  by  any  of  the  faid  Mailers  at  the 
time  of  their  Admittance,  becaufe  it  had  not  been 
done  by  his  Predeceffors,  who  were  much  Wifer 
Men  than  himfelf,  nor  was  he  fo  much  as  asked  by 
any  of  the  Parties  Interefted  fo  to  do;  as  to  what 
the  faid  Earl  did  with  Relation  to  the  Accounts 
of  the  faid  Mailers,  he  hath  already  fet  forth 
and  faith.  That  he  gave  no  Per  million  nor  En¬ 
couragement  to  the  Mailers  of  the  Court,  to  Em¬ 
ploy  or  Traffick  with  the  Suitors  Money  for  their 
own  Gain  or  Profit;  he  owns,  that  with  refpeCl 
to  the  Securities  in  the  Hands  of  the  Mailers  he 
made  no  General  Order,  and  thinks  it  the  lefs 
Material,  becaufe,  notwithffanding  what  is  al- 
ledged  in  the  Clofe  of  this  Article,  he  believes 
all  the  prefent  Mafters  did,  in  December  laft  Pro¬ 
duce  all  the  Securities  in  their  Hands,  and  the 
Court  of  Chancery  hath  fince  Secured  the  fame 
for  the  Benefit  of  the  Suitors. 

XII.  To  the  Nineteenth  Article  the  faid  Earl 
faith,  That  upon  great  Confideration  of  Mr.  Dor¬ 
mer's  Deficiency,  and  of  the  Danger  there  might 
be  of  further  Inconveniencies,  with  Relation  to 
the  Money  and  EffeCts  in  the  Hands  of  the  Ma¬ 
ilers,  and  of  feveral  Difputes  and  Differences  that 
had  arifen  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  of  fome 
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Applications  of  the  faid  Matters,  for  Eftablifhing 
them  in  their  juft  Rights,  and  of  fome  Practices 
of  the  Matters,  which  the  faid  Earl  thought  ought 
to  be  Reformed  ,'  he  was  Convinced,  that  the 
fame  was  a  work  of  too  great  Confequence  for 
him  Singly  to  Attempt,  and  being  highly  Senfi- 
ble  of  His  moft  Sacred  Majefty’s  Paternal  Good- 
nefs  to  His  People,  did  prefume  humbly  to  Be- 
feech  His  Majefty,  as  the  fountain  of  Jnltice,  to 
Depute  fome  of  His  moft  Honourable  Privy  Coun¬ 
cil,  to  take  the  Matters  aforefaid  into  Confidera- 
tioii,  in  Order  to  the  Eftablifhing  fuch  Regulati¬ 
ons,  as  might  tend  to  the  Honour  of  that  High 
Court,  and  to  the  Advantage  of  His  Ma jetty’s 
Subjects  being  Suitors  there;  which  Requeit,  His 
Majefty  out  of  His  Wonted  Goodnefs,  was  pleafed 
to  receive  very  Gracioufly,  and  Named  feverat 
Lords,  and  other  Honourable  Perfons  of  His  Pri¬ 
vy  Council,  to  be  a  Committee,  to  take  the  fame 
into  Confideration ;  and  purfuant  to  His  Maje- 
fty’s  Command,  the  faid  Committee  met,  and  be¬ 
gan  with  the  Accounts  of  the  faid  Matters,  where¬ 
in  the  faid  Earl  begs  leave  to  Appeal  to  fuch  of 
your  Lordfliips,  who  Attended  in  that  Committee, 
whether  he  did  not  Contribute  to  the  Utmoft  cf 
his  Power,  to  have  every  thing  done  which  the 
faid  Committee  thought  Expedient :  And  the  faid 
Earl  faith,  that  he  made  all  fuch  Orders  as  were 
by  them  Judged  requifite,  and  fo  prelfed  the  Ex¬ 
ecution  thereof,  that  not  only  the  Accounts  of 
all  the  Matters  then  in  being  were  brought  in, 
but  all  the  Securities  in  all  their  Hands,  and  the 
Cafh  of  moft  of  them  were  Adlually  Lodged  in 
the  Bank  of  England ,  and  therefore  the  faid  Earl 
is  greatly  Surprized,  to  find  himfelf  Charged 
withObftrudting  the  taking  thofe  Accounts,  which 
he  had  thus  defired  might  be  taken,  and  Contribu- 
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ted  to  the  taking  of  them  with  all  his  Power, 
And  the  faid  Earl  faith,  That  he  never  thought  of 
preventing  a  Parliamentary  Enquiry,  any  other- 
wife,  than  by  making  it  unneceffary,  and  procu¬ 
ring  to  the  Suitors  a  full  redrefs  of  all  their 
Grievances,  and  rectifying  whatever  he  found  A- 
mifs,  and  that  he  looked  upon  to  be  his  Duty, 
and  begs  leave  to  fay  it  here  Once  for  all,  in  An- 
fwer  to  all  the  feveral  Infmuations  of  that  kind 
Contained  in  the  Articles. 

And  the  faid  Earl  further  faith,  That  while  the 
faid  Accounts  were  taking,  every  one  of  the  faid 
Matters  declared  over  and  over,  that  they  had 
EfFeCts  fufficient  to  Anfwer  their  whole  Accounts, 
and  the  faid  Earl  Firmly  believed  the  fame  to  be 
true,  and  as  all  of  them  that  he  faw  (  which  he 
believes  were  all,  or  at  leaft  all  but  Mr.  Kynajlon ) 
had  told  the  faid  Earl,  that  they  were  able  to  An¬ 
fwer  their  Accounts;  and  when  they  brought 
their  Accounts  to  the  faid  Earl,  for  him  to  lay  be¬ 
fore  the  faid  Committee,  Mr.  Holford  had  wrote 
under  his  Account  fome  Declaration  to  that  EffeCl, 
and  fome  others  of  them,  as  he  remembers,  had 
made  ufe  of  fome  other  Expreflions,  which  he 
thought  not  fo  proper,  and  fome,  as  he  believes, 
had  wrote  nothing  (  but  he  cannot  Diftinguifh 
the  Perfuns)  and  the  faid  Earl  thinking  that 
when  the  faid  Accounts  came  to  be  laid  before 
the  Committee  of  Council  by  him,  it  would  be 
proper  that  the  fame  thing  fhould  be  Declared  to 
the  Committee,  which  had  been  faid  to  him 
fingly,  he  Advifed  them  all  to  Write  the  fame 
Words  under  their  Accounts,  and  did  tell  them, 
in  great  Sincerity  and  Friendfhip,  that  at  a 
Time  when  fo  many  Men’s  Mouths  were  open 
againft  them  as  Infolvent,  it  would  be  for  their 
Honour  and  Intereft  to  make  it  appear,  that  they 
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were  Able  and  Sufficient,  as  he  then  believed 
them  to  be,  but  never  thought  of  a  Contrivance 
to  have  them  Deceitfully  appear  or  feem  what 
they  really  were  not ;  arid  he  fays  they  did  then 
withdraw  to  make  the  Subfcription,  or  at  leatt 
fo  many  of  them  whofe  Accounts  were  then 
ready,  and  foon  after  deliver’d  them  to  the  faid 
Earl,  who  carried  them  with  him  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Council,  whither  he  was  then  going, 
without  looking  upon  them  •  but  upon  reading 
them  at  the  Council,  it  was  obferved  that  they 
had  not  all  ufed  the  fame  Words,  having  Varied 
confiderably,  but  what  any  of  the  Subfcriptions 
Were,  he  cannot  take  upon  him  to  fet  forth. 

And  the  faid  Earl  further  faith,  That  a  fub- 
fequent  Order  being  made  by  the  faid  Earl,  for 
the  faid  Matters  to  produce  their  Securities,  and 
their  Cafh,  before  the  Perfons  appointed  to  In- 
fpedt  their  Accounts,  they  made  great  Complaint, 
that  fo  many  hundred  thoufand  Pounds  fliould 
be  required  at  fo  fliort  a  Warning,  and  fome  of 
them  faying,  that  though  they  had  Ettedts  fuffi- 
cient,  and  could  raife  the  Whole,  if  they  had  a 
little  Time,  defired  the  faid  Earl  to  allow  them 
further  Time  for  that  Purpofe ;  but  the  faid  Earl 
faith,  That  he  required  them  to  beftir  themfelves, 
and  raife  it  immediately,  telling  them,  that  fmce 
they  had  Effedts  to  give  Security,  they  might 
find  Friends  to  furnifh  the  Money;  and  believes 
he  did  fay,  that  fome  of  their  own  Brethren 
might  perhaps  be  able  to  let  them  have  Money* 
till  they  could  raife  it  another  Way^ 

But  if  any  of  them  did  fupply  others  with 
Cafh.  or  Effedls  to  produce,  only  to  make  a  falie 
Shew  and  Appearance  of  their  Ability,  and  Rea- 
dinefs  to  Anfvver  the  Ballance  of  their  Accounts, 
the  faid  Earl  knows  nothing  of  it,  and  is  fure 
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they  had  not  the  leaft  Encouragement  from  him 
fo  to  do. 

IX.  To  the  Twentieth  Article  the  faid  Earl 
faiths  That  it  never  entred  into  his  Thoughts,  to 
make  ufe  of,  nor  did  he  ever  make  ufe  of  any  of 
the  Money  belonging  to  the  Suitors  of  the  Court, 
for  his  own  private  Advantage,  but  believes,  that 
in  December ,  One  thoufand  leven  hundred  and 
twenty,  having  Occafion  for  the  Sum  of  One 
thoufand  five  hundred  Pounds,  and  Asking  his 
Secretary,  Mr.  Cott’mgham ,  whether  he  could  lend 
him  the  fame,  he  faid  he  could  not,  but  would 
procure  it  for  him,  and  accordingly  Borrowed 
the  fame  from  Mr.  Godfrey ,  One  of  the  Mailers 
of  the  faid  Court,  and  the  faid  Earl  gave  his  own 
Note  for  Payment  thereof  to  the  faid  Mr.  God¬ 
frey ,  and  in  February  following  Repaid  One 
thoufand  Pounds,  Part  of  the  faid  Principal  Sum ; 
but  in  the  fame  Month  of  February ,  One  thou¬ 
fand  feven  hundred  and  twenty,  upon  a  frelh 
Occafion,  borrowed  again  Part  of  the  faid  One 
thoufand  Pounds  fo  paid  back,  and  a  Note  or 
Notes  were  given  for  the  Pavment  thereof  ,*  and 
fome  Time  after  the  faid  Earl  Ordered  the  whole 
Money  borrowed  of  the  faid  Mr.  Godfrey  to  be 
paid,  with  all  the  Interefl  due  for  the  fame  •  and 
the  faid  Godfrey  received  the  Principal,  but  would 
not  be  prevailed  upon  to  take  the  Interelt,  or  any 
Part  thereof :  And  the  faid  Earl  faith.  That  alt 
the  faid  Money  was  repaid  within  the  Compafs 
of  a  Year,  after  it  was  borrowed  *  and  the  laid 
Earl  declares.  That  he  never  received  or  borrow¬ 
ed  any  Sum  or  Sums  of  Money  whatfoever,  of 
any  of  the  Mafters  of  the  faid  Court,  except  as 
above  fet  forth. 
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XX!.  To  the  One  and  twentieth  Article  the  (aid 
Earl  faith,  That  upon  the  ftridteft  Review  of  his 
own  Behaviour,  during  the  Time  he  had  the  Ho¬ 
nour  of  Serving  His  moft  Sacred  Majefty  in  the 
Office  of  Lord  Chancellor,  he  is  not  Confcious  to 
himfelf  that  he  ever  did,  in  any  Illegal  or  Arbi¬ 
trary  Manner,  Extend  his  Power,  or  the  Power  of 
the  Court,  beyond  their  Lawful  and  Juft  Bounds, 
or  that  he  did  Arbitrarily  or  Illegally  afliime  to 
himfelf,  as  Lord  Chancellor,  or  by  Colour  of  his 
Office,  any  Unjuft  and  Unlimitted  Power  of  Dif- 
penfing  with,  Sufpending,or  Controuling  the  Laws 
or  Statutes  of  this  Realm,  or  that  he  any  ways 
Opprelfed  the  Suitors  of  the  Court,  or  was  guil¬ 
ty  of  any  Breach  or  Violation  of  the  Rights  or 
Liberties  of  the  Subjedt,  or  of  his  own  Oath,  as 
Lord  Chancellor  :  And  with  regard  to  the  particu¬ 
lar  Complaint  againft  him  in  this  Article,  the  faid 
Earl  faith,  That  Rachel  Tyjbn ,  in  the  Article  named, 
as  the  Earl  is  informed,  caufed  a  Bill  to  be  Exhi¬ 
bited  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  in  the  Name  of 
her  Son  and  Daughter,  in  the  faid  Article  likewife 
mentioned,  by  their  Procbein  dmy,  againft  her- 
felf,  and  the  faid  John  Tyfon  and  others,  to  have 
the  Trufts  in  the  Will  of  her  late  Husband  duly 
performed  •  and  the  fame  was  brought  to  Hear¬ 
ing  at  the  Rolls  the  Seventh  Day  of  July ,  One 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighteen,  and  by  the 
Decree  then  made.  It  was  amongft  other  Things 
Ordered,  upon  the  Prayer  (as  the  faid  Earl  hath 
heard  and  believes  )  of  the  Councel  employ’d  by 
the  faid  Rachel  Tyfon ,  that  a  Receiver  ffiould  be 
appointed  of  the  Rents  and  Profits  of  the  Real 
Eftate,  who  was  to  have  a  Salary  allowed  him, 
and  Power  to  Let  and  Set  the  faid  Eftate,  as  there 
ffiould  be  Occafion,  with  the  Approbation  of  the 

Q  Matter 
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Matter,  to  whom  the  Caufe  was  referred  :  And 
the  faid  Earl  faith,  That  in  Execution  of  that 
Part  of  the  Decree,  which  diredted  a  Receiver  to 
be  appointed,  the  Matter  having  certified  that  he 
had  appointed  John  Nicholas ,  Efq;  to  be  the  Re¬ 
ceiver  of  the  Rents  and  Profits  of  the  faid  Ettate, 
the  faid  John  Tyfon ,  thinking  himfelf  Aggrieved 
thereby,  did,  in  the  ufual  Courfe  of  Proceedings 
in  the  faid  Court,  caufe  Exceptions  to  be  Filed 
again!!  the  fame,  and  upon  the  Arguing  thereof 
before  the  faid  Earl,  by  Councel  of  both  Sides, 
Affidavits  were  read,  to  lhew  that  the  faid  John 
Nicholas  was  an  Improper  Perfon  ;  that  the  faid 
Teftator  had  declared  in  his  Life  Time,  that  the 
faid  John  Nicholas  by  Name  fliould  not  have  any 
thing  to  do  with  the  Management  of  his  Eftate; 
and  that  a  Confiderable  Part  thereof  confifled  in 
old  Houfes  and  Water-works  :  And  the  faid  Earl, 
upon  a  Full  Hearing  of  both  Parties,  was  of 
Opinion,  that  the  faid  John  Nicholas  ought  not 
to  be  appointed  the  Receiver  *  and  upon  the  Pro- 
pofal  of  the  faid  John  Tyfon ,  then  in  Court,  Or¬ 
der’d  Robert  Doyley,  Efq;  to  be  Receiver,  he  giv¬ 
ing  Security  to  be  approved  of  by  the  faid  Matter ; 
which  Order  was  made,  as  he  believes,  on  the 
Fifteenth  of  January ,  in  the  Year  One  thoufand 
leven  hundred  and  eighteen,  and  Affirmed  upon 
the  Rearguing  the  faid  Exceptions  on  the  Sixth  of 
March ,  in  the  Year  One  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  eighteen ;  fince  which  Time  the  Parties  In 
terefted  have  never  thought  fit  to  Complain  there¬ 
of  to  your  Lordfhips  by  Appeal,  in  order  to 
have  it  Reverfed,  as  Miftaken  or  Unjuft,  though 
now  the  making  thereof  is  Complained  of  as  a 
Crime  ;  and  the  faid  Earl  is  not  Afhamedto  Own, 
that  he  was  very  well  Acquainted  with  the  faid 
Robert  Doyley  for  forne  Years  before  the  faid  Or¬ 
der, 
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der,  and  believed  him  to  be  a  Perfon  of  great 
Honour  and  Integrity,  Application  and  Exadh 
nefs,  and  believes  there  are  feveral  PerfonS  of  Di- 
ftindlion,  to  whom  he  had  the  Honour  to  Be 
known,  who  had  the  fame  Opinion  of  him;  but 
the  faid  Earl  did  not  appoint  him  Receiver  becaufe 
of  his  own  Refpect  for  him,  but  becaufe  he  was 
named  by  the  faid  John  Tyfon,  who  was  Uncle  of 
the  faid  Infant,  and  Executor  of  his  Fathers  Will  in 
Truft  for  him,  and  by  the  fame  Will  appointed  his 
Guardian  in  cafe  of  his  Mother’s  Death  or  Mar¬ 
riage,  and  to  whom  the  faid  Teftator  had  Devifed 
the  faid  Eftate,  in  cafe  of  the  Death  of  the  faid  In¬ 
fant  without  Iffue  Male,  and  whofe  Intereft  it  there¬ 
fore  was  to  take  Care  of  the  Infant’s  Intereft  in 
that  particular ;  and  the  faid  John  Tyfon  and 
Sir  Cyfar  Child  (  whofe  Daughter  the  faid  John  Ty~ 
fin  had  Married  )  had  fuch  Confidence  in  him  the 
faid  Robert  Doyley ,  that  upon  the  Eighteenth  Day 
of  March^ One  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eigh¬ 
teen,  they  entred  into  a  Recognizance,  together 
with  him,  in  the  Penalty  of  Seven  thoufand  Pounds, 
for  the  faid  Robert  Doyley'?,  duly  accounting  for  and 
paying  the  Money  he  fliould  receive  out  of  the  faid 
Infant’s  Eftate  ;  And  the  faid  Earl  faith.  That  no 
Complaint  was  ever  made  to  the  faid  Earl  againft 
the  faid  Robert  Doyley  to  the  time  of  his  Death; 
but  he  owns  that  he  hath  heard,  that  upon  the 
Matter’s  Stating  the  Accounts  fmee  Cbrifiviat  laft, 
there  does  appear  due  from  the  faid  Robert  Doyley 
about  Two  thoufand  and  five  hundred  Pounds, 
or  Two  thoufand  fix  hundred  Pounds,  but  be¬ 
lieves  there  is  not  any  fear  or  doubt  but  that  the 
Came  is  very  well  fecured  by  the  faid  Recognizance. 

And  the  faid  Earl  faith,  That  he  does  not  re¬ 
member  the  particular  Expreflions  ufed  by  the 
Councel  or  himfelf,  upon  Arguing  or  Rearguing 
*  i  3  the 
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tfte  faid  Exceptions,  but  he  cannot  believe  that 
any  Councel  of  great  Ability  and  Experience  in 
the  faid  Court,  would  have  thought  what  the 
faid  Earl  did  Extraordinary,  much  lefs  would 
have  ufed  fuch  an  Expreffion  to  the  faid  Earl, 
as  in  the  Articles,  which  is  an  Indecent  Cenfure 
of  his  Proceedings  ;  and  here  being  a  Decree  in 
this  Cafe,  approved  of  by  all  Parties,  that  a  Re¬ 
ceiver  fhould  be  appointed  to  receive  the  Rents 
and  Profits  of  the  Infant’s  Eftate,  the  faid  Earl  is 
at  a  lofs  to  underftand,  how  the  fixing  on  the 
Perfon  to  be  the  Receiver,  upon  good  Security, 
to  account  for  and  pay  the  fame  for  the  Infant’s 
Ufe,  is  Reviving  the  Court  of  Wards,  whofe  Bu- 
finefs  it  was  to  take  the  Rents  and  Profits  of  the 
Infant’s  Eftate  for  the  Kings  Ule,  without  Ac¬ 
counting  for  any  of  them  to  the  Infant,  but 
barely  providing  a  Maintenance  for  him,  at  the 
Difcretion,  perhaps,  of  fome  Grantee  of  the  Cu- 
ftody. 


Thus  the  faid  Earl  has  laid  his  Cafe  before  your 
Lordfliips,  and  doth  further,  for  Anfwer  to  all 
the  faid  Articles,  fay.  That  he  is  not  Guilty  of 
all  or  any  of  the  Matters  contained  in  the  faid 
Articles,  or  any  of  them,  in  Manner  and  Form 
as  they  are  therein  Charged  againlt  him  ,*  And 
the  faid  Earl  doth  further  Infill  upon  the  Benefit 
of  His  Majefty’s  moft  Gracious  and  General  Free 
Pardon,  granted  to  all  His  Subjects  (not  therein 
Excepted)  in  and  by  an  A 61  of  Parliament  for 
that  Purpofe  made  in  the  Seventh  Year  of  His  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  Reign,  in  Bar  of,  and  in  his  Defence  againft 
the  faid  Impeachment,  and  the  faid  Articles  Ex¬ 
hibited  in  Maintenance  thereof,  and  all  and  every 
the  Proceedings  thereupon,  fo  far  as  the  fame 
extend  to  any  Negledt,  Offence,  or  Mifdemeanor, 
6 


or 


laid  Earl,  before  the  Four  and  twentieth  Day  of 
July,  in  the  Year  One  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  twenty  one,  and  doth  humbly  Infill,  That 
no  Evidence  ought  to  be  given  againft  him  for  or 
concerning  any  of  the  Matters  or  Things  aforefaid, 
in  and  by  the  faid  A6t  Pardoned,  or  any  of  them, 
and  doth  Aver,  That  he  is  not  within  any  of  the 
Exceptions  in  the  faid  A6t  contained. 


M  ACCLESFIELD. 
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THE 

COMMONS 

REPLICATION 

TO  THE 

ANSWER 

O  F 

Thomas  Earl  of  Macclesfield. 


H  E  Commons  have  Confi- 
dered  the  Anfwer  of  Thomas 
Earl  of  Macclesfield \  to  the 
Articles  Exhibited  againft 
him  by  the  Kniahts,  Citi¬ 
zens^  and  Burgeftes  in  Par¬ 
liament  Aflembled3  and  Ob- 
ferve,  that  the  faid  Earl  hath 
Induftrioufly  Avoided  giv¬ 
ing  a  diredt  and  particular  Anfwer  to  feveral 
Matters  pcfitively  and  certainly  Alledged  againft 
B  him 
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him  in  the  faid  Articles,  which,  from  the  Nature 
of  the  Fadls  themfelves,  mud:  neceflarily  Lie  in 
his  own  Knowledge,  and  hath  Attempted  to  Dif- 
guife  and  Cover  the  Real  Crimes  laid  to  his  Charge, 
bv  Immaterial  and  Evafive  Infmuations  of  Fadts 
of  a  Different  Nature ;  and  that  many  Parts  of 
the  faid  Anfwer  are  Contradidfory  to,  and  In- 
confident  with  each  other,  upon  which  they 
might  Demand  your  Lordfhips  Immediate  Judg¬ 
ment  :  Yet  the  Commons  being  able  to  Maintain 
the  Truth  and  Juftice  of  their  Accufation,  are 
willing  toEenter  into  the  due  Examination  there¬ 
of  ;  and  do  Aver  their  Charge  of  High  Crimes 
and  Mifdemeanors  againft  the  faid  Thomas  Earl 
of  Macclesfield  to  be  true,  and  that  the  faid  Earl 
is  Guilty,  in  fuch  Manner  as  he  hands  Impeach¬ 
ed  ;  and  that  the  Commons  will  be  ready  to  prove 
their  Charge  againd  him,  at  fuch  Convenient 
time  as  fhall  be  Appointed  for  that  Purpofe. 


FIN  I  S. 


